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lilSTOEICAL PREFACE. 



The Mehiodist Chubcit, whose govero- 

uient, faith and practice are hore given, like 
original Metliodism, Is a cliild of Providence. 
Tliose who compose it were urged t« Ita organ- 
isation b^ considerations as sacred as those 
which bound them to Christ. Ie vindication 
of their motives, they need only recite a few 
plain facts. 

A large portion now constituting this church 
were formerly Methodist Protestants. These 
were such in opposition to Episcopacy, and an 
exclusively ministerial govemmeut, as char- 
acterizing tlie elder and more numerous 
branch of the Methodist family. Their origin 
dates back to 1S20— 1830. During these years 
of earnest discussion it was made apparent 
that the N. E. ministry would relinquish 



nothing of the power they had liithei'to as- 
sumed and withheld troui the people. Indeed, 
ill 1S2S tlieir Oeneral Conrerence declared, as 
its settled faith, that 'the great Head of the 
Church had imposed on them the duty of 
preaching the gospel, of administering its or- 
diiiances, and oimaintaining its moral discipline 
among those over whom the Holy Ghost had made: 
them overseers t' Italsoelaimed that the "di- 
vinely instituted ministry " had resting upon 
them the duty of not permittlug the adminis- 
tration of discipline to pass from their hands. 
Those, like A. Siiinn, N. Snethen and others, 
who were opposed to Episcopacy and an ex- 
clusively ministerial government, had but one 
alteniative left, viz : the organization of a now 
hody. This they accepted. Hence the origin 
of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The other principal element In the Meth- 
odist Church are those formerly known as 
Wesleyan Methodists. Tliis body originated 
as the result of the Anti-Slavery struggle In 
the M. E. Church. It was not merely that 
Slavery was In that church, but hecause that 
church endorsed It and threw its shield over 
it. Those who sought the removal of falavery 
therefrom, found that Episcopal prerogative 



and cliuroh action stood between them and 
the evil they would destroy. To leave was 
their only relief. Had the M. E. Church al- 
lowed O. Scott and others, the same liberty 
against Slavery they did against other sins, 
Slavery alone would not have driven them 
out. Episcopacy and church sanctioning of 
sin were the real causes of the origin of Wes- 
leyan Methodism. Had the Hethodist Protes- 
tants at this time been free from connection 
with Slavery, the Wesleyans would have gone 
into it- In governmental views they were 
substantially agreed. But the M. P. Church, 
like the M. E. Church, was Involved in 
Slavery, and about half its strength lay 
within the slave-holding States. 

The Conferences lying within the Free 
States finally became convinced that they 
could not persuade their Southern brethren to 
abandon Slavery, and suspended co-operation 
with them. Nineteen Annual Conferences 
united In a caU for a General Convention, 
which assembled at Springfield, Ohio, Nov. 10, 
18S8. 

This Convention declared that in its judg- 
ment, "the practice of buying and selling 
men, women and children, or holding them In 
slavery, a» thev are held in these United 
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Statea, Is inconsistent with the morality of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and did further declare all 
official connection, co-operation and official 
fellowehip with sijch Conferoneea and Church- 
es within the Methodist Protestant Associa- 
tion aa practice or tolerate slave-holding or 
slave-trading, to he suspended until the evil 
complained of be removed." 

The Convention further. In ohedience to in- 
Btnictions from ite constituents, ordered the 
removal from the Constitution and Discipline 
of such words and clauses as make distinction 
on account of color, and such as had been un- 
derstood to protect ministers and members of 
the church in the practice of slave-holding 
and slave- trading. 

In 1863, another General Convention was 
held In Cincinnati, which adopted a preamble 
and resolutions, in which they affirmed in 
substance, 

1. That the Methodist Protestant Chiircii 
was firmly bound to be loyal to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, aa set forth in the 
aad Article of Religion. 

3. That the States of South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Flor- 
ida, Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee, Ariiansas, 
and the eastern part ff Virginia, Including 
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tlio Methodist Protestant Church In tlioea 
States, had renounced their alliance to tbs 
United States, and were then in armed rebel- 
lion aKainst the Government of our country. 

3. That the position assumed by the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church in the rebel States 
aforenamed, in repudiating the 23d Article of 
Religion, and taking part in the rel^ellion, 
must be considered in the light of a revolt 
from the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The above action on the part of (Jie Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, removed the only es- 
sential difference between them and the Wes- 
leyan Methodtet Connection, and opened the 
way for the union of the two bodies. 

A preliminary Convention was held In 
Cleveland, Ohio, In June, 1365, in which a 
number of independent Churches were repre- 
sented, and resulted in a unanimous agree- 
ment upon general principles of Union, and 
In a call for another Convention, which as- 
sembled at Cincinnati, May 9, 1860. This Con- 
vention agreed upon a basis of union between 
the Methodist Protestant Church and the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Connection, and such inde- 
pendent Non-Episeopal Churches as were rep- 
resented therein, or as might choose to come 
into the Union. The Convention adopted El- 
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ementary Principles and a Conetltutlon, and 
provided for the preparation of a Discipline, 
all of which are hereinafter contained, 
~. The First General Conference provided for 
by tha Cincinnati Convention, had for its work 
the revision and adoption of the Discipiine 
which foilows. This it did, and as we tiiin.lt 
witli scrupulous fidelity to tiie Constitution 
adopted at Cincimiati. It is commended' for 
its simplicity, its recognition of tito rights of 
the laity, and as providing for efficient church 
action. The undersigned, as a committee to 
edit the action of tlie Conference, have thought 
it proper to introduce their work with these 
explanatory statements In so doing they 
have but done ■what ail compilers, even of 
State and Kational Statutes, aro accustomed 
to do. For their -ittion in this matter they 
ask but the usual courtesy extended to such 
n like duties 

Geo Brown, 1 

Jno. Scorr, I Editing 

A, H, Bassbtt, i ComviiUae. 

H.B.itMiOHT.J 
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"Wb, the Representatives of the Meth- 
odist Charches, in General Convention »•- 

sembled, acknowleding the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the only head of the Chui-ch, and 
the Word of God as the sufficient rule of 
faith and practice, in all thing's pertaining 
to godliness j and being fully persuaded 
that the i-epresentative form of Church 
government is the moat acriptui'al, best 
suited to our condition, and most congenial 
with our views ftnd feelings as fellow-citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household 
of God ; aud, Whereas, a written C'onsti- 
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tution, establishing the form of govei-n- 
incnt, and securing to the Ministers and 
Members of the Church their rights and 
privileges, is the best safeguard of Chris- 
tian liberty ; We, therefore, tmsting in the 
protection of Almighty God, and acting 
in the name and by the authority of our 
constituents, do ordain and establish, and 
agree to be governed by the following ele- 
mentary principles and Constitution : 



1. A Christian Chnrch is a society of be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ, assembling in any 
one place for religious worship, and is of 
Divine institution. 

2. Christ is the Head of the Church, and 
the Word of Gtod the only rule of faith 
and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and obeys the Gospel of God our 
Savior, ought to be deprived of Church 
membership. 

4. Every man has an Inalienable right to 
private judgment in matters of religion, 
and an equal right to express his opinion, 
in any way which will not violate the 
laws of God or the rights of his fellow- 
men. 

5. Church trials should be conducted on 
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Gospel principles only ; and ao minister or 
member shouldbe excommunicated, except 
for immorality, the propagation of im- 

christian doctrines, or fur neglecl of duties 
enjoined by the Word of God. 

6._ The Pastoral or Ministerial office and 
duties ai'e of Divine appointment; and all 
Elders in the Church of God are equal ; 
but ministers arc forbidden to be lords 
over God's heritage, or to have dominion 
over the faith of the saints. 

7. The Church has a right to form and 
enforce such mles and regulations only, as 
are In accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and may be necessary, or have a tendency 
to carry into effect the grcBt system of 
practical Christianity. The Church ought 
to secure to all her official bodies the neces- 
sary authority for the purposes of good 
government. 

8. Whatever power may be necessary lo 
the formation of rules and regulations, Is 
inherent in the ministers and members of 
the churches ; but so much of that power 
may be delegated, from time to time, upon 
a plan of i-epi-esentation, as thev may judge 
necessary and proper; provided, that they 
create no distinct and independent sov- 
ereignties. 

9. Tt is ilift duty of all ministers and 
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members of the Church to maintain god- 
liness, and to oppose all moral evii. 

10. It is obligatoiy on ministers of the 
gospel to 6e faithful in the discharge of 
their pastoral and xoinisterial duties ; and 
it is also obligatoiy on members to esteem 
ministers highly for their work's sake, and 
to render them a righteous compeitsittion 
for their labors, 

CONSTITUTION. 



Article II. — Terms o/ Membership. 

Sec. 1. The conditions required of those 
who apply for probationary membership 
in a church are, a desire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and be saved by gi'ace 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with an avowed determination to walk in 
all the commandments of God blameless. 

Sec. 2. The churches shall have power 
to receive members, on profession of faith 
or on certificate of good standing in any 
otlier Christian Church ; pi-ovided they are 
satisfied with the Christian experience of 
the candidates. 
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Article III. — Beception of Ohurche*. 

Seo. 1. Any church agreeing to con- 
form to our Coiiatitution, Book of Dis- 
cipline, and Means of Grace, may, on ap- 
plication to the President of an Annual 
Conference, to the Pastor of s. Church, or 
to a Quarterly Conference, be received as 
a member of this body. 

Sec. 3. Each chiirch shall have the right 
to hold and control its own property and 
manage its own local affairs, independent 
of all associated i-elations or bodies. 

Sec. 3. It is expected of all churches, 
as a condition of remaining connected 
with the general body, that they continue 
to conform to this Constitution, and the 
essential regalations contained in the Book 
of Discipline. 

Article IV. — Division of Territory. 

Sec, 1. The territory embraced by this 
Religious Body shall be divided into Dis- 
tricts of couFenient size and fonn; such 
division to be sabject to any changes which 
the General Conference may from time to 
time deem necessary. 

Sec. 3. Each District shall he divided 
into Gii-cuits, Stations, and Missions. 

Article V. — Quarterly Conferences. 
Seg. 1. There shall be a quarterly con- 
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ference in each 'pastoral chai^^, poin- 
poscd of all the ministers, pvcacliprs, 
cxhortcrs, stewards, leailei-s, trustees, and 
superintendents of Sabbath-schools, who 
are members of the church, belonging to 
the charge, who shall hold four sessions 
each year ; provided that the pastor or a 
quornm of the quarterly Conference, shall 
have anthority to call special meetings 
when deemed necessary. 

Sec. 2, Each quarterly conference shall 
have anthority to examine into the official 
Character of all its members, and to ad- 
monish or reprove them as occasion may 
require ; to grant to persons properly qual- 
ified and recommended by the church of 
which the applicants are members, license 
to exhort and to preach, and renew their 
licenses annually ; to admit ministers and 
preachers coming tVom any other church ; 
to recommend ministers and preachers to 
the Annual Conference for pastoral work 
and for ordination ; provided, nevertheless, 
that no person lie licensed to preach until 
ho shall have been first examined and 
recommended by a committee of Ave, 
composed of minislera and laymen chosen 
by the quai-terly conference. 

Article VI. — Annual Cotiferences. 
Sec, 1. There shall be held, annually, 
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'(pithin the limits of each dietrict, a Ooti- 
forence, composed of all the ministers la- 
boriDg under its direction, and of one del- 
eg&te fl-om each circuit, station and mis- 
sion, for each of its ministers belonging 
to thfe Conftrence; provided, however, 
that each circuit, station and mission shall 
have at least one delegate. Each Annual 
Conference Sljall regulate the manner of 
•lections in its own distJ-lct; provided, 
however, that the election of delegates to 
the first Annual Conference under this 
bonstitutioQ, shall be according to such 
regulations as may bo adopted for that 
purpose by the quarterly coufercenea of 
the respective circliits, stations and mis- 
si on s. 

6t:c. 2. Each Annual Conference shall 
have authority to elect a President, an- 
nually ; to examine into the oiUcial con- 
duct of its members ; to receive, by vot^, 
such ministers and praachersjnto the Con- 
ference as come properly recommended, 
and who can be efficiently employed as 
pastors or missionaries ; to elect to orders 
those who are eligible and competent to 
the pastoral office ; to hear aud decide on 
appeals ; to define and regulate the bound- 
aries of circuits and stations ; and to ex- 
ercise a general supervision over the pas- 
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tors and churcliesj iu the following maniior 
and to the following extent : 

All ministers and licentiates, who are 
laboring under the direction of tlie Con- 
ference, shall he at liberty to enter into 
engagements to serve any pastoral charge 
for one year from the next session of the 
Conference ; and it shall be the duty of 
aU ministers and licentiates and churches 
having entered into such arrangennents, to 
report the same to the Conference at its 
no::!t session. 

Sec. 3. Each Annual Conference shall 
also have authority to perform any other 
duties which the General Conference may 
prescribe ; and to make such rules and 
regulations as the peculiarities of the dis- 
trict may require ; provided, however, that 
no rule or regulation may be made incon- 
sistent with this Constitution ; and pro- 
vided fnrthermoie, that the General Cou- 
fei-ence shall have power to annul any 
rule or regulation which that body may 
deem RDConstitational. 

Article VII. — &meral Conferences. 

Sec. 1. There shall be a General Confer- 
ence of this body, held on the third 
Wednesday of May, 1867, at Cleveland, 
Ohio, and ou the third Wednesday of 
May every fourth year thereafter, at eush 
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place as shall be determioed on by the 
Conference. 

Sec. 2. The General Confemnce shall 
consist of au equal number of ministers 
and laymen. The ratio of repveBentatlon 
from each Annual Conference district shall 
bo one minister and one layman for every 
1,000 persona in full membership; pro- 
vided, however, that every Annual Con- 
ference district that may not have 1,000 
members shall be entitled to two repre- 
BCntativas, — one minister and one layman, 
— until a difieventrntio shall be fixed by 
the General Conference. 

Sec. 3. The repreaeutativeB to which 
each Annual Conference district shall he 
entitled, shall be €lect«d at the tline and 
place of holding the Annual Conference 
of said distrii^t next preceding the sitting 
of the General Conference, by loint ballot 
of ministers and laymen. 

Seo. 4. The General Conference shall 
elect by ballot, a President to preside over 
its deliberations, and one or more Secre- 
taries, to serve duritig^ the sHting of the 
Conference, who sh^l keep a faithful 
record of its proceedings ; judge of elec- 
tion returns and qualifications of its own 
members, and form its own rules of order. 
A majority of the representatives in at- 
tendance shall constitute a quorum. 
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Sec. 5. The ministers and laymen eliail 
deliberate in one body ; but if, npon the 
iinal passage of any question, it be re- 
quired by three members, the ministers 
and laymen shall vote separately; and the 
coneurronee of a majority of both claseea 
of representatives shall be neceasai-y to 
constitute a vote of the Conference. A 
similar regulation shall be observed by the 
Annual Conferences. 

Sec. 6. The General Conference shall 
Iiave authority to make rnles and regula- 
tions for managing ali thogcneralinterests 
of the body, in accordance with the ele- 
mentary principles and the provisions of 
this Constitution. 

Sbc. 7. To determine the ratio of repre- 
sentation to its own body. 

Sec. 8. To define the boundai'ies of An- 
nual Conference districts ; provided, how- 
ever, that the Aimnal Conferences of any 
two or more districts shall have power, by 
mutual agreement, to alter their respective 
adjoining boundaries, or to set ofi' a new 
district; but every alteration made in the 
boundaries of districts shall be reported 
to the ensuing General Conference, subject 
to its action. 

Sufi. 9. The General ConfcTOneo slu-ill 
make no rule in violftiioii of (lie Law of 
Cod, or which chilli conflict with any of 
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the Elementary Principles, or of this Con- 
stitution ; or which shall infringe the lib- 
erty of speech or of the pi-esg ; or consti- 
tute any order of ministers higher than 
Eldei-s, or which shall prevent the main- 
tenance of an itinerant ministry. 

Article VIII. 

Officers. 

PieaiiiBiits of Annual CQuferenoes. 

Sec. 1. The President of each Annual 
Conference shall be elected by ballot, a 
majority of votes being necessary to a 
choice, and shall be amenable to that body 
for his official conduct. 

Sec- 2. It shall he the duty of the Presi- 
dent of an Annual Conference to preside 
in all meetings of that body ; and, with 
the assistance of two or more Elders, to 
ordain such persons as shall be elected to 
orders ; travel through the disti-ict — if it be 
required by the Conference, — and, in the 
recess of Conference, with the assistance 
of two or more Elders, to ordain those 
persona who shall have been elected to or- 
ders, and were not present at Conference ; 
to employ^ such ministers, preachers, and 
missionarioa aj^ are duly leconimcnded, 
and to make such changes of preachers as 
maybe necessary; provided the consent 
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of the preachers atid thtir chaises be flrst 
obtained ; and to perform such olher du- 
ties as inaj' be I'eqaircd by his Annual Con- 



Tlic minlBtcr or preacher having charge 
of a station, circuit or mission, shall be 
styled the Pastor, and his assistant tlic As- 
sociate Pastor. 

All ministers and preachers nnder the 
direction of the Conference shall be annen- 
able to that body, and all others shall be 
amenable to the Quarterly Conferences to 
which they severally belong. 

Class Leaders. 

Class Leaders shall be elected annually 
by their respective classes, or oftener, if 
necessary. 

Conferonoo Stewards. 

The Conference Stewards shall be elect- 
ed annually hy the Annua! Conferences, 
and discharffe such duties as may be as- 
signed them by the Discipline. 

Station and Circuit Stewards. 

The Station, Circuit and Mission Stew- 
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arth shall be elected annually ; in the sta- 
tions, by the members, including ministers 
and pi'e'achei's ; and in the circnits and mis- 
sions by Ihe Quarterly Conferences ; but 
every member present, if eighteen years 
of age, shall be permitted to vote in the 
ejection of Stewards. The nnmher of 
Bfewaids for each circuit, station or mis- 
sion, to be not less than three., nor more 
than seven, 

Article IX. — Cfeneral JudioiaiT/. 

Sec, 1. Whenever a majority of all the 
Annual Conferences shall officially call for 
a judicial decision on any rule or act of 
the Genera! Conference, it shall be the du- 
ty of each and every Annual Conference 
to appoint, at its next session, one judicial 
delegate. The delegates thus chosen shall 
assemble at the place where the Genei'al 
Conference held its last session, on tJie sec- 
ond Tuesday in May following their ap- 
pointment. 

Sec. 2. A majority of the delegates shall 
coHstitute a quorum ; and if two-thirds of 
all present judge said rule or act of the 
Genera! Conference unconstitutional, they 
shall have power to declare the same null 
and void. 

Sec. 3, Evei-y decision of the Judiciary 



ii COKSTITUTIOK. 

shall be in writiDg, and aliall be published 
ill the periodicals belonging to this body. 
After the Judiciary shall have perfoi-med 
Ihe duties asaigned them in Ibis Constitu- 
tion, their power sliall ce^e ; and uo other 
Judiciary shall be created until after tlie 
session of the sncceeding General Confcr- 



Arlicle X. — Special call qf the General 
Conference. 

Sec. 1. Two-thirds of the whole num- 
ber of tlie Annual Conferences shall have 
power to call special meetings of the Gen- 
et'al Conference. 

Sec. 2. WheJi it shall have been ascer- 
tained that two-thirds of the Annual Con- 
ferences have decided in favor of sucli call, 
it shall be the duty of the Pi-esidents, or a 
majority of them, forthwith to designate 
the time and place of holding the same, 
and to give due notice to all stations, ch-- 
cuite and missions. 



Beg, 1. The General Conference shall 
have power to annul any part of this Con- 
stitution, except the second and twelfth 
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articles, and sectioti nine of arlicie seven, 
by making sucli alterations or additions as 
may be recommended in writing by two- 
thirds of the whole nnmber of the Annual 
Conferences next preceding tho sitting of 
the General Conference. 

Sec. 2. The second and twelfth articles, 
and the ninth eectiou of article seveu of 
this Constitutiou, shall be unalterable, ex- 
cept by a General Convention called for 
the gpecial pui-poee by two-thirds of the 
whole number of the Annua! Conferences 
next preceding tlie General Conference, 
which convention, and all other conveji- 
tioua of this church, sliall be conslltutcd 
and elected in the same manner and ratio 
as prescribed for tlie General Conference. 
When a General Convention is called by 
the Annual Conferences, it shall supoi-cede 
tho assembling of the General Conference 
for that period, and shall have power to 
discliarge all tlie duties of that body in 
addition to the particular object for which 
the Convention shall liave been assembled. 

Article XII. — Judiciary Principles. 

Sbo. 1. All offences condemned by tbe 
"Word of God as being sufficient to exclude 
a person from tho kingdom of grace and 
glory, shall subject ministers, preachers. 
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and members to ospiiUion fi-omtheehurch. 

Seo. 2. For preaching or disseminating 
HTiscriptural doctrines, affecting tlie genei-- 
al interests of the Chrietjan system, min- 
isters, preaclierH, and members sliall be lia- 
ble to admonition, and, if incom'gible, to 
expulsion. 

Sec. 3, No minister or preacher sliall be 
deprived of church privileges or minis- 
terial functions, without an impartial trial 
before a committee of from three to five 
ministers or preachers, and the right of ap- 
peal, the ppeaohers to the ensuing Quar- 
terly, and the ministers to the ensuing 
Annual Conference. 

Sbc. 4. No member shall be deprived of 
church priviliges ivitbout an impartial 
trial. He shall be tried before a committee 
of three or more lay members, but shall 
have the right of appeal to the Church, 
whose decision shall be final. 
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DISCIPLINE. 

SiCTIOM I. 

Articles of Religion. 

I.— Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

Tlicre is bnt one living and true God, 
everlasting, of infinite power, wisdom and 
goodness; the Maker and Prcserrcr of all 
tilings, visible and invisible. And in nnity 
of this Godhead, there are thi'ee persons 
of one substance, power and etemitv ; — 
the Father, the Son, ( the Word ), and the 
Holy Ghost. 

II.— Of the Son of God. 

The only begotten Son of God was con- 
ceived by the Holy Gliost, horn of the 
Vii^inMary, suffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead, and buried ; to be 
a saotiftce, not only for original guilt, but 



also for the ucUial sins of men, and to 
reconcile ub to God, 

III. — Of the liesurrcction of Ckri$l. 

Ciirist did traly rise again from the 
dead, taking hia body witli all things ap- 
pcvtainiug to the perfection of man's na- 
ture, whei'eivitli he ascended into heaven, 
and there eitteth until he retuni to judge 
all men at the last day, 

IV.— Of Ike Eoly Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one snbstance, 
majesty, and g'lory, with the Father and 
the Son, very and eternal God. 

V- — The Sufficiency of the Holy Scrip- 
tures for Salvation. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation ; so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to he required of any man, 
that it should bo believed as an article of 
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvatioiL In tlie name of the Holy 
Scriptures, we do understand these canon- 
ical books of the Old and New Testaments, 
of whose authority there ie no doubt in 
the churcli. 
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The canonical books of tho Old Testa- 
ment ai'e, — Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Denteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, 1. Samuel, 2. bamnel, 1. Kings, 
2. Kings, 1. Chronieles, 2, Olironicles, Ez- 
ra, Nehemiali, Esther, Job, Psalms, Prov- 
erbs, Ecclcsiastes, The Song of Solomon, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezckiel, 
Daniel, Uosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakufc, Zephaniah, Hag- 
gai, Zachai'iah and Maiachi. 

The canonical books of the New Tes- 
tament ai-e, — Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
The Acts, The Epistle to the Eomane, 

1. Corinthians, 2. Corinthians, Galalians, 
Epiiesians, Phillippians, Collossians, 1, 
Thessalonians, 2. Theesalonians, I.Timo- 
thy, 2. Timothy, Titas, Philemon, He- 
brews, James, 1. Peter, 2. Peter, 1. John, 

2. John, 3, John, Jnde, Revelation, 

Vl.~Ofthe Old Testament. 

The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New ; for both in the Old and New 
Testament everlasting life is oflered to 
mankind t^irough Christ, who is the only 
Mediator between God and man, Wliei-e- 
fore, they are not to be heard who feign 
that the old fathers did look only for trans- 
itory promises. Although the law given 



ft-om God by Moses, as touching cere- 
monies and rites, doth not bind ChiiBtians, 
nov ought the civil precepts thereof of 
necessity be received in any common- 
wealth ; yet, notwithstanding, no christian, 
whatsoever, is fl-ec from the obedience oi 
the com mail dnients which are called nior- 
ftt. 

VII. — 0/ Belative Duties. 

Those two great commandments which 
require tis to love the Lord our God with 
all onr hearts, and our neighbor as our- 
selves, contain the snm of Uie Divine law 
as it is revealed in the Scripturas, and arc 
the nieaanroand perfect rule of human du- 
ty, as well for the ordering and directing 
of Aimilies and nations, and all other social 
bodies, as for individual acts ; by which 
we are required to acknowledge God as 
our only Supreme Ruler, and all men ag 
created by him, equal in all natural rights. 
Wherefore, all men are bound so to order 
all their individual, social and political 
acts, as to render to God entire and abso- 
lute obedience ; and to secure to all men 
the enjoyment of every natural right, as 
well as to promote tho greatest happiness 
of eflch in the poasoasion and exercise of 
such rights. 
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VIII.— Of Original, or Birth Sin. 

Original aiti is the corruption of the na- 
ture of every man, that naturally is en- 
gendered of the offspring of Adam, where- 
by man ia very far gone from original 
riffliteousnesa, and of his own nature in- 
clined to evil, and that continually. 

IX.— 0/ Free Will. 

The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam ie such that he cannot turn and pre- 
pare himself by hia own natural strength 
and works, to faith and calling upon God ; 
wherefoje we have no power lo do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God, by Clirist work- 
ing in UB, that we may have a good will, 
and working with us when we have that 
good will- 

X. — Of the Justification of Man. 

"We are accounted righteous before God 
only for Hie merit of our Loi-d and Savior 
J esus Christ by faith, and not for our own 
works or dcservings ; — Wherefore, (hat we 
are JustiJied by faith, \n a most wiiolesome 
doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
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XL-Of Good Works. 

Althong^h good works, wliich are the 
ft-uit of faith, aod follow after justiflcatiou 
cannot put away our sins, and enduie tJie 
severity of God's judgments ; yetai'etKey 
pleasing and acceptahle to God in Chi'iet, 
and spring out of a ti-ue and lively faith, 
Insomuch that hy them a lively faith may 
be as evidently known as a ti'ee is dis- 
cerned by its fruit. 

XII. — Of Sin after Juatification. 

Not every sin willingly committed after 
justilication is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wlierefore, 
repentance is not denied to such as fall 
into sin afterjustiflcation ; after we have 
received the rioly Ghost^ we may depart 
from grace given, and fall into sin, and by 
the grace of God rise again and amend our 
lives. 

XUI.—Of Sanctijtcation. 

Sanctiflcatlon is tliat renewal of our fal- 
len nature by the Holy Ghosf, received 
through faith in Jesus Christ, whose blood 
of atonement cleanse th from all sin ; where- 
by we are not only delivered from the 
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guilt of sin, but arc waahod from its pol- 
lution, saved from its power, and arc en- 
abled, IhroMgli grace, to love God with all 
our hearts, and to walk in liis holy com- 
mandments blameless. 

XIV. — Of the Sacraments. 

Sacraments, ordained of Christ, are not 
only badges, or tokens of christian men's 
profession, but they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's good will toward us, by 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and 
doth not only quicken, but also strengthen 
and confirm our faith in him. 

There are two sacraments oi-dained of 
Christ, our Lord, in the Gospel; that is to 
say, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

XV.— Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of difference, whereby christians 
are distinguished from others tliat fti'e not 
baptized, but is also a sign of regeneration 
01- the new bu-th. The baptism of yonng 
children is to be retained iu the Church. 

XVf. — Of the Lord's Supper. 

The Supper of the Lord is not only a 
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sign of the love that christians onght to 
have among themselves one to another, but 
rather is a sacrament of our redemption by- 
Christ's death; insomuch that, to such as 
rightly, worthilv, and with faith receive 
the same, it is made a medium through 
which God doOi communicate grace to (he 
heart 

XVIL—Of the One Oblation <if Christ, 
Finished upon the Cross. 

The offeriug of Chnst, once made, is 
that perfect redemption and propitiation 
for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual ; and there is none other 
satisfaction for sin but that alone. Where- 
fore, to expect salvation on the ground of 
our own works, or by suffering the pains 
our sins deserve, either in the present or 
future state, is derogatory to Christ's of- 
fering for us, and a dangerous deceit. 

XVIIl. — Of the Sites and Ceremonies 
of Churchen. 

It is not uecGSsary that rites and ceremo- 
nies should in all places be the same, or 
exactly alike, for they have always been 
(lilferenf, and maybe chang^ed according to 
the diversity of countries, times, andmen's 
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raanners, go that nothing bo ordained 
agaiiiBt God's ■word. 

Every particular Chnrch may ordain, 
change, or abolish rit«g and ceremonies, so 
that all things may be done to edification. 

XIX. — 0/ the Bemrrection of the Dead. 
There will be a general resun-ection of 
the dead, both of the just and the nnjust, 
at which time the souls and bodies of men 
will be re-united to receive together a just 
retribution for the deeds done in the body 
in this life. 

XX — Of the GeneralJudgment. 
There wit! be a general judgment at the 
end of the world, when God will judge all 
men by Jesus Christ, and receiTC the 
righteous into bis heavenly kingdom, 
where thay shall be forever secure and 
happy; and adjudge the wicked to ever- 
lasting punishment, suited to the demerit 
of their sins. 



Section II. 

Q-eneral Rules. 

Wc hold that the moral toachinga of 
the Bible require— 
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i. That we do no' harm, but avoid evil 
of every kind ; especially those most gen- 
erally pi-actised ; snch as 

The taliing of the name of God in vain. 

The profaning the day of the Lord, by 
ordinary work, or by buying or selling 
therein. 

DrunkennegB, or the manufacturing, buy- 
ing, Belling, or using intoxicating liquors, 
imlees for mechanical, chemical, ormedici- 
iial purposes ; or in any way intentionally 
aiding others so to do. 

The buying or selling of men, women or 
cliildren, with an intention to enslave tliem, 
or holding them as slaves, or claiming that 
it is right so to do. 

Fighting, quarrelling, brawling, brother 
going to law with brother ; returning evil 
for evil, or railing for railing ; the using of 
many words in buying or selling. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable couversa- 
tien ; particularly speaking evil of magia- 
trates and ministers. 

Doing unto others as we would not they 
shiould ao unto ua. 

Bon-owing without a probability of pay- 
ing; or taking up goods without a prob- 
■iibitity of paying for them. 

•2. That we do good by being in every 
kind merciful after our power, as we have 



opportunitj-, of every possible sort, and, aa 
fer as is poaaible, to all men : 

To their bodies, of the ability which God 
giveth, by giving food to tiie hungry, by 
clothing the naked, by visiting or helping 
them that are aick or in prison : 

To their souls, byinstmcting, reproving, 
or exhorting all we have any intercourse 
with ; trampling under foot that erroneous 
doctrine, that " We are not to do good un- 
less our hearts he free to it : " ' 

By doing good especially to them tliat 
are of the household of faith, or groaning 
so to be ; employing them pi^ferably to 
others, buying one of another, helping 
each other in business, and so inu«ji the 
more because the world will love its own : 

By all possible diligence and frugality, 
that the Gospel be not blamed : 

By running with patience the race that 
is set before us, denying ourselves, and 
taking up our cross daily; submitting to 
bear the reproach of Christ ; to be as the 
fllth and offacouring of the world, and 
looking that men should "say all manner 
tf evil of us falsely, for the Iiord's sake." 

3. By attending on all the ordinances of 
God : such are, 

Tho public worship of God : the minis- 
try of the word, either read or eipoanded : 



The Supper of the Lord: family andpri- 
Tate prayer : searching the Scriptures and 
meditating thereon. 



Admission to Membership! 

[ See Constitution, Article II.] 

1, Application for admiaaiou to proha- 
tionary membership should be made to the 
Pastor of the church, but in case of his ab- 
sence, to the Associate Pastor, or to a lead- 
er, who ehall present the names to the 
church, and if there be no objection, the 
names of the applicants shall bo entered 
upon the record as probationers. In case 
objections are made, the question of ad- 
mission shall be decided by a majority 
vote of the church, and they shall l}e re- 
corded ae probationers, and tlie church 
may admit them to full membership at 
such time as it shall be satisfied with tlieir 
christian experience. 

2. Persons who have been baptized may 
be admitted to full membership, by a. ma- 
jority of tlie church, on profession of faith, 
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or on certificate, or other aatisfactory evi- 
dence of good and regular standing in 
any other church ; provided the church is 
satisfied with the Christian character and 
experience of the candidates, 

3. In cases where it is practicable, we 
recommend the nse of the following form 
in the reception of members into full con- 
nection. After the vote of reception has 
been taken, the candidate, or candidates, 
standing before the chnrch, let the offici- 
ating minister read the following covenant 
to them : 

COVBNAMT. 

Yon do HOlemnl}' and severally confess 
the IjOEd Jehovah, Tathek, Soh, and Ho- 
ly Ghost, to bo your God, the object of 
your supreme aft'ections and yonr portion 
forever. You cordially accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ to l>e yonr Eedeemer, and the 
Holy Spirit your Sanctifier, Comforter 
and Guide. 

You cheerfully devote yourselves to God 
in the everlasting convenant of His grace, 
consecrating all your powers and faculties 
to His service and glory. And you prom- 
ise that you will cleave to Him as your 
chief good ; that you will give diligent at- 
tention to His word and ordinances ; that 
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you will seek the honor and advancement 
of Hia kingdom ; and that henceforth, de- 
nying all ungodliness and worldly lasts, 
f'ouwill live soberly, righteoualy and god- 
y in this present world. 

You do also cordially join yourselves to 
this church, and engage to suhmit to all its 
rules of government, to seek earnestly its 
peace, pui-ity and ediflcation, and to walk 
with all its members in charity and faitli- 
fulness, in meekness and sobriety. Do yon 
thns freely and solemnly devote yourselves 
to be the Lord's ? 

[Members of the church here arise.] 



P THE CHUKCH. 



We, the memhers of this church, do cor- 
dially receive yon as brethren and sisters 
beloved to our communion and fellowship, 
and promise to walk with you in love, and 
to watch over yon, to instruct, counsel, ad- 
monish and cherish you, with all long- 
suffering, gentleness and love. 

[Here the pastor, in the name of the 
church, will give the right hand of fellow- 
ship.] 



Judiciary Eules. 



1. A church, when it shall judge it ex- 
pedient, may appoint a Judicial Commit- 
tee, of not less than three pergons, who 
shall remain in office one year, unless dis- 
placed by the church. This committee 
shall be a standing court, to hear all com- 
plaints, and to try all chaises against any 
lay member of the church ; provided, that 
the chnrch shall have power to refer any 
case to a special committee, when they 
shall judge that to be the best way to se- 
cure the ends of justice. When the ac- 
cused is a female, female committees may 
be appointed when it ia requested by tho 
accused party. 

In all trials the Pastor shall preside ; but 
when the Pastor shall be the plaintiff, or 
when the church shall have no Pastor, the 
clinrcli may appoint some other person to 
preside ; and in case of its neglecting so 
to do, the committee shall select a chair- 
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2. In all cases of personal offense be- 
tween brethren, the direction of onr Lord 
ill Matt, xriii, 15-17, shall be pursued : 

"Moreover, if thy 'brother shall tress- 
pass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him a lone ; if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

"But if ho will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the 
months of two or three witnesses cveiT 
word may be established, 

"And if he shall neglect to hear thera, 
tell it unto the Church ; but if he neglect 
to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen and a publican.'' 

In default of pursuing the above course 
here recommended, no charge shall lie 
against any minister or member. 

3. A secretary shall be appointed by 
the committee, to take down regnlar min- 
utes of the evidence and proceedings of 
the trial ; which, together with a copy of 
the decision, and all other documents be- 
lon^ng to the trial, shall be preserved by 
the Pastor, who shall furnish each of the 
parties with a copy of the decision, if re- 
quired. 

4. In all cases of trial, a bill shall be 
made out, setting fortli the charge, or 
chaises, with the specifications in writing, 
and a copy of the same shall be served up- 
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on tho accused by the Chaii-maii of the 
Courl, or by the complainant, allowing 
the accused a reasonable time to prepare 
ibr tidal, which shall not be less than ten 
days, unices by consent of tho parties. 

5. A complaint against any member of 
the church shall be presented to the Pas- 
tor; but if there be no Pastor, or if he 
neglect to attend to the complaint, the 
charges shall be presented to the Judicial 
Committee ; and if there be no standing 
Judicial Committee, the charges shall be 
presented to the church at one of its raeet- 
iggs; and if, in the judgment of the 
church, the charge be of such a nature, 
and founded upon such probable evidence 
as to demand an investigation, they shall 
appoint the necessary committee for the 
trial of the case. 

6. A complaint against a minister or 
preacher shall be piesenled to the Pastor 
of the chaise, or in case the Pastor be the 
accused party, to the President of tho Con- 
ference, or other minister, not belonging 
to the charge, who shall cite the accused to 
appear before a committee of at least three 
ministers, which be shall select, and acting 
as chairman, he shall proceed to try the 

7. A complaint against an offending 
church shall be presented to the President 
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of tie Conference, or in case he be the 
Pastor of the church accnsed, to any other 
minister, provided he belong to some other 
charge, who shall cal! a committee of Jive 
male members, to assemble at the place 
where said church holds its regular re- 
ligious meetings, and shall preside during 
the trial. Before this committee, the church, 
having been duly summoned, shall appear 
by its representative. If the church shall 
be found guilty of having violated the El- 
ementary Principles, or the Constitution, 
or any of onr essential disciplinary regu- 
lations, the same shall be reported to the 
ensuing Annual Conference, before which 
the church may appear by its lepresenta- 
tive in self-defence, and if the decision of 
the committee be. confirmed, the chuich 
shall be stricken from the list of churches 
on the Conference record. 

8, The accused may object to any mem- 
ber of the committee, on account of his 
having prejudged the case, being pi-eju- 
diced against the accnsed, or of being in- 
terested in the decision. The challenge 
may extend to any number equal to tlie 
original committee. The accused shall al- 
so be allowed to introduce and examine 
witnesses, and to be heard in self-defense, 
andtohavetheassistanceofanymiiiiBt«ror 
member of the church. 
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9. The chairman shall decide all ques- 
tions of law that may he raised during 
the progress of any trial ; but the commit- 
tee shall, by a majority of votes, decide 
the guilt or innocence of the accused, and 
if he be convicted, tliey shall determine 
what punishment shall be awarded; re- 
proof^ suspension, deposition, or expalsion; 
and the executive minister shall carry the 
same into effect. 

10. In all cases of trial, the court shall 
appoint a Secretary, who shall make a 
faithful record of the proceedings, and 
the chairman shall transmit the same, or 
a true copy thereof, in case of an appeal, 
to the church if it be a lay member, to 
the quarterly conference iC it be a preach- 
er, and to the Annual Conference if it be 
a minister, 

11. Every person convicted before a 
committee, designing to appeal, shall sig- 
nify, in writing, to the chairman of the 
committee, hie intention to do so, within 
twenty days after the close of the trial, or 
bis appeal shall not be entertained. 

12. if any accused minister, preacher, 
or member evade trial by absenting him- 
self, after due notice shall have been given 
him, the investigation before the commit- 
tee shall, nevertheless, be instituted, and 
the testimony heard; and if a majority 
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of the committee find liira guilty of the 
charge, or charges, the executive minister 
shall Gan-y the gentence iuto effect. 

13. On any dispute between two or 
more members of our Church, concerning 
the payment of debts, or otherwise, which 
cannot be settled by the parties concerned, 
the Pastor shall recommend to the con- 
tending parties a reference, consisting of 
one arbiter chosen by the plaintiff and an- 
other by the defendant ; the two arbiters 
to choose a third, a majority of 'whom 
shail decide the case. 

14. When any minister, preacher, or 
member of our Chnrch fails in business, 
and applies for the benefit of tiie insolvent 
laws, and there be reason to believe that 
he has been guilty of dishonesty, or if he 
require an investigation, a committee shall 
be appointed as in other cases; and if 
there be evidence to said committee that 
there has been intentional fraud, the said 
minister, preacher, or member shall be 
deall. with as in other cases of immorality. 
Where it shall appear to the committee of 
inquiiy that there is no proper ground of 
censure, the committee shall furnish a cer- 
tificate of honorable acquittal. 
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Leaders' Meeting. 

1. In every station where thoro are 
two classes or more, there shall be held 
monthly a leader's meeting, composed of 
all the class leaders and stewards, together 
with the Pastor, who shall be chairman of 
the meeting. 

2. Each meeting shall be opened with 
prayer, A secretary shall be appointed 
annually, or oftener if necessary, whoso 
duty it shall be to make a fair record of 
the proceedings, in a book kept for that 
purpose. 

3. The names of all the leaders and 
stewards shall be called OTer, noting those 
present or absent, and the amount each 
leader pays over to the stewards or treas- 
urer, as weekly, monthly, or quarterly col- 
lections from his class. 

4. The leadere' class-books shall be ex- 
amined quarterly by the meeting. 

5. The leaders' meeting shall occasion- 
ally inquire into tho punctuality of each 
leader in meeting his class, visiting his 
sick and delinquent members, and his at- 
tendance at tho leaders' meeting, and ail 



40 DISCIPLISE. 

prudential means shall be employed to in- 
duce faithfulness in the discharge of these 
important duties. 

6. luquirj; shall be made at each meet- 
ing for the sick, and those who may need 
a pastoral visit. 

7. All appropriations for the relief of 
the poor in the station, ahail be made by 
the leaders' meeting and applied by the 
stewards, who stiall visit tlie suftering 
member or members, in company with the 
leader, and administer to their necessities 
in the manner prescribed by the meeting. 

8. The stewards shall pay over to the 
Pastor, through their treasurer, the class 
collections, and all such other monies as 
may come into their hands as pastor's sal- 
ary. 



Quarterly Oonfereace, 

[See ConatUulion, Article V.] 

1. The Quarterly Conference shall be 
called to order by the Pastor, when pres- 
ent, who shall preside; provided, the con- 
ference may appoint some other person to 



preside when they aliall judge it necessary. 
The conference shall appoint a Secretary, 
and a portion of Scripture sliall be read 
and prayer offered before proceeding to 
business. One-third of all the members 
in stations, and one-sixth in circuits shall 
constitute a quorum. 

2. Should a charge of immorality, neg- 
lect of Christian duty, or of disseminating 
tinscriptiirul doctrines be preferred against 
any member of the conference during the 
examination, the accusation, together with 
the names of the accuser and witnesses, 
shall be referred to the proper authorities, 
to be investigated in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution and th» 
Discipline. When a case is so referred, % 
prosecutor shall be appointed by the con- 
ference in behalf of the church. 

3. The first quarterly conference in each 
conference year, shall appoint a committee 
of examination, to s^sis^ advise, and ex- 
amine candidates for the ministry. It 
shall be the duty of the committee to see 
that the candidates pursue the course of 
reading prescribed by the discipline; to 
examine thera occasionally ou doctrincg 
and religious experience ; and when tiiey 
shall liave made the necessary attainments, 
t« give them a written testimonial of their 
qualifications. But no committee shall 
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give a teetimonia! unless the candidate be 
a man of uu exception able moral character, 
ganuine piety, and have respectable attain- 
ments ; at least an ability to state and de- 
fend the leading doctrines of Christianity. 

And after he shall have been licensed, 
he shall continue under the inspection of 
the committee of examination, in yievr of 
his ordination. 

No person shall be licensed to preach 
except he present a testimonial trom tho 
committee of examination. 

The following questions shall be put to 
each candidate, and if he answer them sat- 
isfactorily he may be licensed : 

Have you faith in Christ, and are you 
striving to be holy in heart, and in all 
manner of conversation? 

Have you any other motive in request- 
ing license to preach, than a desire to be 
instmmental in edil^ing the Church of 
God, calling sinners to repentance, and 
saving your own soul and those that hear 
yon? 

Do you believe that the Holy Scriptures 
of tho Old and New Testaments contain 
all things necessary to salvation? 

Have you examined our constitution 
and discipline ; do you appi-ove of them, 
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and are j^oii willing to comply with their 
requirements ? 

Are you solvent? 

4 The Quarterly Conference, with the 
advice and consent of tho Pastor, ehaU 
have authority to make all necessary alter- 
ations in their circuit or station, and to 
provide for filling all the appointments 
duiing the interval of tho Annual Con- 
ference. 

5. The Quarterly Conference shall de- 
termine its place of meeting, and the Pas- 
tor shall appoint the time, and give due 
noliee of the same, and may call special 
meetings when important husiness de- 
mands it. 

6. The Quarterly Conference shall have 
anthoi-ity, at its first session in each year, 
to appoint a standing Advisory Commit- 
tee, of three or five, who shall assist the 
Pastor, by theii- advice and counsel, in alj 
important acts of his administration ; and 
with whom he shall consult, at least once 
a quarter, for the purpose of receiving 
such suggestions as they may deem neces- 
sai-y for the prosperity and success of the 
work, 

7. In every ease where a parsonage be- 
longs to a circuit, the Quarterly Confer- 
ence shall have authority to elect, or cause 
U> be elected, trustees thereof, in accord- 
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tmcB with the statute laws of the State, to 
hold aaid property for the benefit of such 
cii-cuit. 

8. The Quarterly Conference, iu con- 
juiiction with thePastor, shall have author- 
ity to reweive ministers and preachers from 
other denominations, on satisfactory tes- 
timonials. 

9. In all appeals brought before the 
Quarterly Conference, the same order shall 
be obaei-ved, and the same priviliges ac- 
corded to the appellant and accuser, as are 
granted in appeals before the Annual Con- 
ference. 

10. The following order of business is 
recommended to the Quarterly Confer- 
ences:— When the Conference shall have 
been organized, let the list of members be 
called over by the Secretary, noting those 
present and absent, after which the Chair- 
man shall present the following questions 
and items: 

(1.) Are there any objections to any 
members of the Quarterly Conference? 

(2.) Are there any appeals pending? 

(3.) Are there any applications for li- 
cense to exhort ; or any to renew ? or for 
license to preach ; or to renew ? 

(4.) Are there any to recommend for 
orders? or to serve under the stationing 
anthority of the Annual Conference ? 



DISCIPLINE. 51 

(5.) Are there any applications from 
miiiisiei-s or pi-eaobers, to become mem- 
bers of this Quarterly Confei-ence ? 

(6.) Are there any changes in ihe time 
and place for preaching desired ? 

(7.) Are there any additions to, or cor- 
rections of the register to make? 

(8.) Who will you have for the Advisory 
Committee ? 

(9.) Who will you have for the Com- 
mittee on £xamiDation ? 

(10.) Where will you have your next 
Quarterly meeting ? 

(11.) Is there any incidental tusiuess ? 

(12.) Call for report of Stewai-ds. 



Section VII. 

Annual Oonferenoe, 

See Constitution, Article VJ. 

1. The Conference shall be called to 
order by the President of the preceding 
year, who shall open it by reading the Scrip- 
tures and prayer, and sliall preside until a 
newPreeident is elected. £f the President 
is not present, tiie Conference shall ap- 
point a President pro tern, who shall act 



until the election. A Secretary shall be 
appointed, to serve during the sittino; of 
the Conference, and until the ensuing Con- 
ference,. 

3. The Conference shall judge of elec- 
tion returns, and qnaliflcations of the del- 
egates, or alternates who have been elected 
to serve instead of the delegates. A ma- 
jority of all the members in attendaiice 
shall constitute a quorum. 

3, Should a charge of iramorallity be 
preferred against any ministerial member 
of the Conference, during the examina- 
tion of character, and if the Conference 
see sufficient reason to justify it, the ac- 
cusation, together with the names of the 
accuse!' and witnesses, shall he refen-ed to 
the President of tlie Conference, to bo in- 
vestigated by committee, in the circuit or 
station where the supposed offense is al- 
leged to have heen committed; and the 
Conference shall appoint a prosecutor in 
behalf of the church. When charges are 
preferred against a minister or preacher in 
the interval of Conference, the President 
shall appoint the prosecutor. The Annual 
Conferences respectively, shall provide for 
the payment of any expenses incurred in 
bringing committees from a distance, to 
take part injudicial investigations. 

i. Miiiistora or preacher^ of the Meth- 
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odiat Churcli, in order to be eligible to 
membership in an Annual Conference, 
must have a written recommendation from, 
a ciuarterly conference, or a certificate 
from some other Annual Conference, or 
the President thereof. No minister shall 
be placed on the snpemumerary or auper- 
animated list, except by Tote of the An- 
nua! Conference, Ifeithei- shall any min- 
ister be recognised as belonging to our 
body, whose name is not recorded on the 
list of some quarterly or Annual Confer- 
ence, to which he is amenable, or who does 
not hold a valid certificate or legal trans- 
fer. 

5. No conference shall have power to 
withhold a testimonial, if tho minister or 
preacher requiring it shall have complied 
with his engagements, and his moral char- 
acter stands lair ; but neither the confer- 
ence into which tho minister or preacher 
wishes to be received, nor its President, 
shall be obli^d to employ him as an itin- 
erant or missionary, except his labors can 
be profltahly directed. 

6. Every minister or preacher received 
by tho President, during the interval of 
Conference, shall be subjected to avote of 
the Conference before his name can bo 
printed in the minutes as a stationed min- 
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ister or preacher, except in casee of trans- 
fer. 

7. Ministera laboring under the direc- 
tion of the Conference may be transfen-ed 
from one district to another, by negotia- 
tions between the Presidents of said dis- 
tricts ; provided the minister or prea^lier 
consents to the transfer ; and provided the 
instrument have the signature of both 
Presidents ; and, provided also, that it be 
presented to the Annual Uonfcrence to 
which the minister or preacher is to be 
transferred before it shall have closed its 
Bession, next following the date of the 
transfer; otherwise it shall not be valid. 
The transfer, when made for a period not 
exceeding three years, shall be viewed as 
temporajy ; and if the minister or preach- 
er return to his own Conference before or 
at the time specitied, he shall, if his moral 
character stand fair, be again admitted to 
membership, and shall be entitled to all 
the privileges and claims he would have 
possessed had he not been thus trans- 
ferred. All ministers and preachers hold- 
ing transfere, shall be responsible to the 
anthorities of the Conference giving such 
transfer, until the ti-ansfer shail receive the 
signature of the President of the Confer- 
ence to which he designs to make his ap- 
plication. 
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8. Ministeraaud preachers coming from 
other denominations may he received and 
employed hy the Annual Conference, pro- 
vided they present gnitabJo testimonials of 
good standing; and, provided also, the 
Couference shall be satisfied with the faith, 
Christian experience and qualifications of 
the applicant. Any minister may retire 
from the service of the Conference, and 
be received back again without recom- 
mendation from the quarterly conference, 
if lie make tlie application within three 
years ; provided his moral character stands 
fah". An Annual Conference may leave 
a minister without an appointment, at his 
own request, the ensuingyear. When any 
minister is so left, he shall be entitled to a 
seat in the quailerly conference where he 
may reside ; but shall be ultimately re- 
sponsible to the Annual Conference. A 
superannuated minister shall likewise 
have a seat in the quarterly conference of 
the circuit or station where he may reside, 
and be ultimately accountable to the An- 
nual Conference. 

Tliis rule sbdl apply to Editors, Book 
Agents, Presidents of Colleges, Professors, 
etc., as well those livingbeyondtlie bounds 
of their Annual Conferences, as those liv- 
ing within the bounds thereof. 

§. No minister or preacher who shall 
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have been rejected by an Annual Confer- 
ence shall be employed by its President, 
nnleas the Conference grant him permis- 
sion under specified conditions. 

10. Every preacher shall be eligible to 
Elder's orders after he shall have preached 
two years under a license, provided that 
no applicant shall be elected to orders who 
shall not first undergo an examination by 
the committee on oi-ders appointed by the 
Annual Conference ; provided further, that 
when it is impracticable for the applicant 
to attend, of which the Annual Conference 
shall jndgc, the Annual Conference may 
appoint a cornmittee of examination in hia 
neighborhood or- circuit, upon whose 
recommendation he may be ordained in 
the interval of the Annual Conference, as 
provided in the discipline ; and provided 
fiirther, that the examination shall precede 
the election, and that the President shall 
be chfurman of the committee. 

11. In cases of missions and similar ne- 
cessities, preachers may be elected to el- 
der's orders without regard to time, pro- 
vided they possess the requisite qualifi- 



orders, except he he a man of unexceptioi 
ai>le moral character, genuine piety, ri 
spectable attainments, and sound in th 
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belief of the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, and faitliful in the dischai^o 
of gospel duties. 

13. The elders sliall have authority to 
administer the Lord's Supper, baptize, and 
celebrate matrimony, and perform all parts 
of divine worship. 

14. Ordination shall be performed by 
the President, assisted by two or more 
other elders. 

15. Every person who appeals to the 
Annual Conference, from a decision of a, 
committee of trial, sliall be permitted to 
appear before the Conference, and after 
all the documents belonging to the trial 
had before the committee shall have been 
read, shall state the reasons of his appeal. 
His accuser shall then be permitted to sup- 
port his charges in the presence of the ap- 
pellant. The appellant may in turn make 
his reply, which shall close the proceed- 
ings on both sides, except the Conference 
g;rant the accuser permission to speak a 
second time. The appellant and accuser 
shall then retire, and the Conference shall 
decide, and furnish the appellant with a 
copy of their decision. In all trials on ap- 
peals, the court shall not go beyond the 
record of the court below, but shall decide 
in view of the pleadings and evidence 
therein contained ; unless the accused shall 
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have given notice at the time he signified 
his intention to appeal, that he ghould re- 
quest the upper court to open the whole 
merits of the case, when new testimony 
may be introduced, and the court siiail 
give its own and final decision in the case. 
When the appeal is tried upon the record 
of the court below, the decision shall ac- 
quit the accused, or confinn the judgment 
rendered below, or order a new ti-ial. These 
i-ules shall apply to appeals to churches and 
quarterly conferences. 

16, Each Annual Conference, respect- 
ively, shall have |)ower to make its own 
rules and regulations in regai-d to station- 
ing its ministers and preachers, provided 
it shall make no rule inconsistent with the 
Constitution of the Methodist Church. 

17, It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent of each Ahnual Conference, at each 
of its annual sessions, to call the attention 
of the Conference to the claims of the 
Missionary, Educational, and such other 
general interests of the Church as may 
propedy come before them, for such ac- 
tion as may be deemed necessary. 

18 The Conference shall divide the dis- 
trict into circuits and stations, change the 
boundariea of the same, and form new 
charges from year to year, as the interest 
of the work demands ; provided, that no 
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station or circuit shall be divided, unless 
each part have ability to support one or 
more preachers, and the delegate or dele- 
gates from the circuit or station request 
the division. 

19. The Conference shall not be re- 
quired to appoint ministers and preacbers 
to circuits and stations, who, in their opin- 
ion, ai-e incompetent to the duties thereof, 
or who they believo will neglect the work, 
if it be assigned to them; and Conference 
may transfer such ministers and preacbera 
to the unstationed list; provided this rule 
shall not authorise the Conference to trans- 
fer to the unstationed list, any who are 
entitled to a place on the superannuated 
list 

20. No minister or preacher, engaged 
to serve a cii-cnit or station under the di- 
rection of the Conference, shall abandon 
his work before the expiration of his term 
of service, unless by consent of the Pres- 
ident, who may release him for satisfac- 
tory reasons, 

31. The Annual Conferences, respective- 
ly, shall elect annually a standing district 
committee of three elders, one of whom 
shall be an unstationed minister, and three 
laymen, whose duty it shallhe, in the event 
of the death, resignation, or suspension of 
the President, to appoint a President pro 
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tem, to Eorve until the sitting of the next 
Annual Conference. 

Should chai-ges be preferred against the 
President of an Annual Conference, the 
committee shall call upon an elder resid- 
ing in the district to perform the ofScial 
notifications, and to act as executive offi- 
cer in the trial, in accordance with the 
rule provided for the trial of ministers. 

22. It shall be tho dnty of each minis- 
ter and preacher engaged in regular pas- 
toral -work, to furnish annuaUy to tho 
steward of the Conference of which he is 
a member, a report of the amount of com- 
pensation received daring the preceding 
year. 

23. Each Annual Conference shall 
cause the following statistics to be report- 
ed from tho various charges, each year; 
via: Number of members; Number of 
probationers ; Number received during the 
year; Number and value of Church edi- 
fices and parsonages ; Number of Church 
periodicals taken; Number of Sabbath- 
schools, teachers and scholars ; Number of 
volumes in 8. S. Library ; Amounts paid 
for benevolent purposes. 

2-1. No member of Conference shall 
withdraw himself from its sittings with- 
out permission, until all the business shall 
have been transacted. 
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25. It shall be the duty of eveiy min- 
ister belonging to the Annual CoDference 
to atte«d its annual sessions, or if unable 
to attend, to inform the Conference by let- 
ter of said inability, and the causes there- 
of. Any minister who ehall neglect the 
above duty shall be subject to the censure 
of the Couterence; and, if persisted in for 
two years in succession, ehall be liable to 
lose his membership in said Conference by 
a vote thereof. 

26. "When circumstances make it neces- 
faiy, the Annual Conference may supply 
the place of the President in ordinations, 
by substitnting any other elder in his 

27. In all cases where an Annual Con- 
ference shall omit or decline to prescribe 
the mode for the election of delegates to 
the Annual Confei-ence, the following shall 
de the rule : 

In the stations, the election shall be by 
the members, under the direction of the 
stewards, who shall designate the time 
and place, and serve as jiidges of the elec- 
tion. Every election shall bo by ballot, 
and be held at least ten days before the 
sitting of the Annual Couference. Notice 
shall l>e given on the preceding Sabbatli, 
from the pulpit, or piilpits, ot the lime and 



place of holding the election. No person 
shall be declared elected except he have a 
majority of all the votea given. 

In circnitB, the delegates shall be elected 
by ballot, at the quarterly conference next 
preceding the sitting of the Annual Con- 
ference, under the direction of the stew- 
ards, who shall act as judges of the elec- 
tion. In tliis and other elections, and in 
settlement of all questions requiring a 
vote of the church, all members shall be 
entitled to vote. 

28. We recommend the following, as 
the order of businesH to be observedinthe 
Annual Conference : 

1. When the Annual Conference shall 
have been organized, let tlie certifi- 
cates of all the delegates be examined, and 
a complete list of all the members of the 
Conference be made ont. 

2. Elect the President for the ensuing 
year. 

3. Appoint the following committees, 
and such others as may be deemed uecea- 
saiy: 

(1.) A committee on boundaries of sta- 
tions, circuits and missions. 

(2.) A committee on Pastoral Relations, 
if such shall be agreed upon as per para- 
graph 16 of section n. 



(3.) A committee to examine candi- 
dates for orders, and persons recommend- 
ed to be employed under the direction of 
the Conference. 

(4.) A committee on religious services 
during the sitting of the Conference. 

(5.) A committee on statistics. 

(6.) A committee to prepare the min- 
tttes for publication, obituaries, etc. 

(7.) The standing diati'ict committee. 

4. Appoint a Conference Steward, and 
a committee to assist him, if any be 
judged necessary. 

5. ^Examine the ofBcial conduct of all 
the ministers and preaehers laboring under 
the direction of the Conference. 

6. Receive ralnistors and prtiachers to 
be employed under the direction of the 
Conference. 

7. Elect to orders. 

8. Grant superannuated relations. 

9. Eeceive and heai" appeals from com- 
mittees of trial. 

10. Hear and act upon the report of 
the committee on pastoral relations. 

H, Eeceive the general exhibit of the 
Conference Steward. 

12. Call for the report of the commit- 
tee on statistics. 

13. Appoint the time and place for 
holding the succeeding Annual Conter- 
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ence ; provided that wheu a President and 
standing committee, or a majority of them, 
shall be satisfied of the necessity of so do- 
ifig, they may change the time or place for 
holding a succeeding Annual Conference, 
by giving public notice thereof ia the dis- 
trict, at least three months previous to the 
time of holding such Conference. 

If there be any unfinished business re- 
ported as standing on the past year's jour- 
nal, it may be t^en up under ite proper 
head, or at any time the Conference may 
deem proper ; and any incidental matter 
may be introduced after the regular busi- 
ness of the Conference shall have been 
completed. 

14. Elect representatives to the Gener- 
al Conferouce. 



Sbction VIII. 

Advice to Ministers and Preachers. 



Keep your owii soul alive to God hy 
meditation, prayer, and searching the scrip- 
tures daily. Read the Old and New Tes- 
taments regularly through, if practicable. 
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once evDry year,; and avail yourself of 
all the helps within your reach, to obtain a 
correct understanding of the word of life. 
" Study to show thyself approved unto 
Ced, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

Neither be unemployed, nor engaged 
about trifles. Do eveiything at the time 
appointed, and eoaiplete everything you 
commence. Never disappoint a congrega- 
tion, nor spend more time in a place than 
is strictly necessary. Labor constantly to 
feci the Mgh responsibilities of your of- 
fice audminisiry; take heed that the blood 
of souls be not ifound on your skirts. 

Be an example of the believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity : and avoid all affectation, effem- 
inacy, and everything like austerity. Be 
affable and courteous in your manners ; 
and let your whole deportment be mild 
and inoffensive. " Loara of me," said the 
-blessed Jesus, ''for I am meek and lowly 
in heart." 

Ill yonr dress, keep clear of the two ex- 
tremes, antiquated singularity on the one 
baud, and fashionable foppishness on the 
otljcr. Abstain from the use of tobacco 
in all its forms; and use no spirituous 
liquors. 
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Remember, it is your imperious duty 
not to preach yourself, but 'Christ cruci- 
fied, the great sacriflee for sin, and the 
only Savior of tlie world. AVe " charge 
thee, therefore, before God aud the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall jndgo the quick 
and the dead, at bis appearing; preach 
the word ; be instant, in scagon, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
ong suffering Mid docti'iae." 



General Oonferencei 

1. The General Conference, at its quad- 
rennial sessions, shall elect a Publishing, 
Missionary, Educational, and such other 
Boards as may properly come under its 
conti'ol ; which Boai-ds shall have full au- 
thority to adopt such measures as may be 
necessary to render them efficient in their 
several departments. 

2. It slmll also elect an Editor for its 
official organs, a Book Agent, and Cor- 
responding Secretaries for the Mjssionaiy 
and Educational Boards — who shall report 
to and be amenable to the General Confer- 
ence, for their official acts. 
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3. It ehall be the duty of the Editor, 
Book Agent, aud the CoiTeBponding Sec- 
retaries of the above Bofti-da, to meet semi- 
annually, or oftenev, if necessaryf for the 
purpose of mutual counsel and co-opera- 
tion, in carrying forwaid the interests 
committed to 'their hands. 

4 It sliall be their duty, as far as is 
eonsistent with their direct official acts, 
to see that some one of their number vis- 
its each Annual Conference, tor the pur- 
pose of presenting these general church 
interests for their consideration and ac- 
tion. 

5. Tlio rresident of the preceding Gen- 
eral Conference, the Editor and Book 
Agent, shall be a standing committee, to 
change, if necessary, the place of holding 
the succecdiug General Conference ; and 
in case a change is made, three months no- 
tice of the same shall be given. 



Additional Duties of the President. 

[See C'mUitution, ArticU VII, Section^.] 

When a I'reaident makes an exchange 
of a minister or preacher from one circuit, 
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station or mission to iinothei', it shall be 
bis duty to give him a written certiflcBt* 
of said change, which shall be Jiis passport 
to the new appointment. He shall also 
give a certificate of employment to minis- 
ters, preachers and missionaries, whom he 
may employ in the recess of the Confer- 
ence, without which no minister, preach- 
er, or missionary shall be recognized as 
I'egularly appointed. 



1. It shall be the duty of pastors to 
preach the Word, adminifcter the oi'di- 
jiances, execute the discipline, and faith- 
fully discharge all the duties beloJiging to 
the ministerial and pastoral office. 

% To visit all the classes, at least onoe 
a quarter, if practicable, and see that they 
are duly and properly met by their re- 
spective leaders, and that the members 
regularly attend their classes ; and to hold 
aa election witliin the last quarter in each 
Conference yeai', for the choice of a lead- 
er, in each class of bis circuit or station ; 

... L-oojl. 
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btit should any clasa refuse or neglect to 
elect, the pastor shall then appoint a lead- 
er for said class, 

3. To give due notice, from all the pul- 
pits in his circnit or station, of the time 
and place of holding the ensniog quar- 
terly conference, 

i. To hold love feasts, general class- 
meetings, and appoint prayer-meetings. 

5. To detain the society occasionally, 
after preaching, for the pui-pose of giving 
them such advice and exhortation as may 
be requisite. 

6. To organize, as far as practicable, 
Sabbath- schools ateach appointment with- 
in his charge, and r(!port to the ensuing 
Annual Ooufereiice in full the statistics of 
Ilia charge as required by the discipline. 

T. To keep an exact record of all the 
members belonging to his station, circuit, 
or mission, and of the baptisms; and re- 
port tlie latter, with the names of all mem- 
bers in full membership, to the quarterly 
conference, and the numbers in society in 
Ilia charge, to the Annual Conference. 

8. To present to the people of his charge, 
sometime during the Conference year, the 
claims of the Missionary, Educational, and 
such other general interests as the General 
Conference shall authorize, Irom time to 
time ; and he shall be held responsible for 
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the eamc in the examiimtion of charaeter. 

9. To report quarterly, when practica- 
ble, to the President, the state of hie cir- 
cuit or station; and at the close of the 
year, to leave to his successor a plaii of his 
charge. 

10. To give certificates to those who 
desire to remove to another station, cir- 
cuit or society. But no certificate shall be 
valid longer than six months after date, 
except unavoidable eircunisbincee shall 
Lave put it out of the power of tile hold- 
er to join within the above named period. 
All ministers, preachers and members 
holding certificates, shall be responBible to 
the authority whence the certificate was 
taken, until it shall have been deposited 
elsewhere. 

Ho pastor shall wiilihold a certificate Or 
testimonial from persons whose moral 
character stands fair, A saitable testimo- 
nial shall not be withheld from those who 
propose to withdraw from the fellowship 
©f the Methodist Church. 
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Duties of Associate Pastors. 

It sliall bo tlie duty of tlie associate pas- 
tor to preach sfeitedly in ali tlic appoint- 
ments, and to aid tlic pastor in the general 
work of the Gospel in the charge to which 
he has been appointed. 



Section XIU. 
Duties of Unstationed Ministers. 



It shall be the duty of every instatioued 
minister or preacher, to preach in all tlie 
appointments offlcially assigned to him, 
and to render all the ministerial assistance 
in his circuit or station he can, consistent- 
ly with his other duties ; provided always, 
that at tho time of making out & plan, 
eveiy unstationed minister and preacher 
shall have the privilege of stating explic- 
itly the amount of sei'vice he caa con- 
elstently pcrfonu. 
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Section XIV. 

Duties of Class Leaders. 

[See ConsiUution, Article VIII.] 

It eliall be tli6 duty of each class leader— 

1. To meet his class once a ■week, in or- 
der to instruct the members in the princi- 
ples and duties of Cbristianity ; to comfort 
them in affliction; to advise them in c^sea 
of difficulty; and to exhort them to dili- 
gence in doing and suffering tlie whole will 
of God. And it shall also be the duty of 
each member of the class to meet him at 
the stated time and place appointed for 
holding the class meeting. 

2. To receive what they are willing to 
give toward tlie support of the ministry, 
and the poor, — when not otlierwiae pro- 
vided for, — and urge upon the members of 
his class libersility in their contributions, 
and punctuality in payment; and to hand 
over the records of his class to Ms suc- 

s of all 
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tlie members entered in a book or paper 
kept by him for the purpose, in which he 
ehall note weekly the preaeuce or absence 
of each member, and give each one credit 
on the book or paper for the amount con- 
tributed. 

3. It shall also be the duty of oaoh lead- 
er to attend the leaders' meeting, Cif onebe 
held,) to represent the state of his class; 
to pay over to the stewards what ho has 
received ; and to iufoi-m tlio pastor of any 
that arc sick, or need a pastoral visit. 

4. It shall be the duty of each leader 
to visit the sick, and those members who 
fi'equently absent themselves from the 
means of grace ; and to promote the spir- 
itual, temporal and eternal interests of 
those committed to his care. 

5. It shall be the duty of each leader to 
report to the pastor all eases of neglect of 
duly or improper conduct on the part of 
the members of his class, which, in his 
opinion, require the exercise of discipline. 

Class leaders ahould occasionally meet 
each other's clagaea, and also vary the ex- 
ercises in those meetings, for the purpose 
of making them interesting, lively and 
spiritual. 

It is recommended, whenever practic- 
able, tiiat )io class exceed thirty in number. 



Duties of Conference Stewards. 

[See Conatitution, Article VIII-] 

1. We recommend that it l>e tie duty 
of eacli conference steward to receive tlie 
money for making up dcticieucica in sup- 
port of efQcient and Buperannuatcd minis- 
ters and preacliers, tlieir widows and chil- 
dren. 

2. To pay out of the funds received to 
the pi-eachers the sums contributed to 
mateuptheiudeflciencies, as contemplated 
hy tliose individuaia or societies whose 
liberality shall have prompted them to 
aid in this good work. 

The funds held by the etowai-d shall be 
equally divided among all the claimants, 
except Tvhere individuals or societies di- 
rect a specific appropriatlen of any part of 
their contributions. But no one 'shall re- 
ceive more thaa is judged neceeeary for 
his support, 
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In settling with tJie preachers, tlie coii- 
fereiicB steward shall account with them 
for all hooka aud newspapers received hy 
tliem on account of the book agent and 
editor. He shall pay no preacher's trav- 
eling expenses to or from the Conference ; 
lliese must be paid by the preachers them- 
selves, and be refunded to them by the 
stewarda of the stations, circuits or mis- 
. fiions to which they may be appointed for 
the euBuing year. 

The traveling expenses of the delegates 
ought to be met by the respective circuits 
and stations which send them np to Con- 
ference, if they demand reimbursement. 

3. To make out an accurate exhibit, at 
Conference, showing : 

Ist. What each preacher has received 
fi'om hie circuit or station during the past 

2d. The amount paid to each outof the 
funds i-eceivod for the support of the 
preachers. 

3d. The amount forwarded to Confer- 
ence from each circuit, station and mis- 
sion, as Conference collection, and the re- 
spective sums forwarded by individuals 
or societies. 

Each Annua! Conference shall defray 
the expenses of its representatives to the 
General Conference. 
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Section XVI- 
Dutiea of Circuit and Station Stewards, 

[See Consiitution, Ariicle VJJI.] 

1. It shall be the duty of the stewards 
of a station, cireuit or mksion, to receive 
and take an exact account of the ordinary 
cLurcIi collections, and all funds raised for 
the support of the preacher in the charge ; 
to pay the preacher quarterly, or oftener, 
if necessary, out of the funds received ; to 
meet all contingent expenses ; and to make 
an accurate return to the church, or quar- 
terly conference, of their receipts and dis- 
bursements during each quarter, and afair 
exhibit of the temporal condition of the 
station or circuit, 

2. To make the necessary provisioH and 
preparation for the Lord's Supper, and 
love feast ; to receive tlie collections made 
on those occasions, and all other moneys 
contributed for the relief of the poor ; and 
to distribute those funds as occasion may 
require, according to their best judgment, 
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boving special vegai'd to those poor mem- 
bers who are the most nccossitous and 
deserviiig. Tlie stewards 8ha!I make a 
quarterly return t<i the society, or quar- 
terly coufereiice, of their collections and 
contributions for the poor, and the state 
of those funds. 

3, To use &II proper means to induce 
the members, and those who sit regularly 
nnder our ministry, to be liberal in their 
contributions. 

The stewards shall keep a separate book 
for the purpose of entering the we»kly, 
monthly, or quarterly donations made by 
those who are not members of the church. 

i. To see that a Conference collection 
be taken up, some time in the last quarter, 
previous to the sitting of the Annual Con- 
ference, both in the classes and in the con- 
gregations. The whole collection, when 
matle, shall be forwarded by the stewai-ds 
to the conference steward. 



Section XVII. 



Of Securing Titles to Ohurch Property. 

The laws of the several States are so va- 
rious that no specific rule can be given 
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■which will meet the reqnirenieiitH of the 
diversified Statutes under whicli Chm-ches 
have to organize. The following Genemt 
Rules, if attended to, will secure the end 
desired. 

1. Before taking a deed, examine the 
laws of the State, and see Uiat the Church 
or Society is organized, and Trustees ap- 
pointed according to the requirements of 
the Statute. 

2. Let the property be deeded to 
Trustees, in 1a-ust for that particular Church 
or Society, giving its corporate name iii 
the deed. 



Sectiok XVIII. 

General Duties of Trustees. 

1. Trustees shall lie elected annually 
liy the members of the church or society, 
according to the Statutes of the State. It 
shall be [he duty of the Trustees to Iiold 
Ihe property of the individual church in 
trust for the use and benefit thereof; and 
to fill all vacancies occasioned iii their 
board by death, resignation, or ceasing to 
be a member of the Methodist Church. 
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2. It shall be their duty to liold peri- 
odical meetings, and keep a fair and regu- 
lar record of the transactions of their 
board, in a book provided for the purpose, 
whieh shall at all times be open for the in- 
spection of members of the church. 

3. To take care of the church property, 
furniture and premises, burial ground, etc. 

4. The TrnsteesehallhavepowerfTTben 
authoi-ized by a majority of the members 
over the age of tweiity-one years, assem- 
bled at a regular meeting for the purpose, 
to purchase, build, repair, lease, sell, rent, 
mortgage, or otherwise procure or dispose 
of property, and on no other condition or 
conditions whatever. 

5. In case any station or society shall 
become extinct by death, removals, or 
otherwise, the church property, if any, 
shall vest in the quarterly conference of 
the circuit, station or mission, or the An- 
nual Conference, where there shall be no 
quarterly conference, to be disposed of in 
erecting meeting-houses for the benefit of 
the general body, after paying any debt 
that may exist a^inst said society. 
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Sectiom XIX. 

Of Public 



To establisli uiiifonnity among tlie 
chiircliea, in pnblic worship on the Lord's 
day, it ig recommended that the following 
order be observed: 

Let the moiiiing service consist of: — 
1. Singing; 2. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord's prayer ; 3. Heading tlie Scriptures ; 
4. Singing; 5. Preaching; 6. Prayer; 
7. Singmg ; 8. Benediction. 

Let the afternoon or evening services be 
the same, with the exception that the read- 
ing of the Scriptures may be omitted. Or 
a social meeting may he held if prefeiTed. 

It is believed that kneeling is tho most 
becoming attitude in time of prayer. 

It is recommended that notices be given 
immediately before the preaching. 
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Moans of Grace, 



Tlie means of grace recognized by the 
Methodist Church are, public worship, 
eearcliing the Scriptures, the Lord's Sup- 
peij Love Feasts, Class meetings, private 
and familj' prayer. 

Members of the church who cegleot 
these means should be first labored with 
by the Leader aud Pastor, and if they do 
not reform, they should be dealt with ac- 
cording to the fifth Elementary Principle 
and the Judiciary Eules. 



Section XXI. 



The Lord's Supper. 

Order for the Adminiairaiion of the 
Lord's Supper, 
On the day appointed for the celebration 
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of the Lord's Supper, an appropriate die- 
course shall be delivered; after which, a 
collection shall be taken up for tlie relief 
of the poor. 

"While the stewards are making tJie co!- 
lectioD, let the minister repeat one or more 
of the following passages : 

Let your iig'ht so ehine before men, tJiat 
they may see your good works, and glorify 

Jour Father which is in heaven. Matt. v. 
6. 

lie that Boweth sparingly, shall also reap 
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully, 
shall also reap bountifully. Let every 
man do according as he is disposed in his 
heart ; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for 
God loveth a cheerful giyer. 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7, 

Charge those who are rich in this world, 
that tiey be ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate ; laying up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
!ife. 1 Tim. Ti. 17— 19. 

Whoso hath this world's goods, and 
seeth his bi-other hath need, and sfiiittetli 
up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him ? 1 
John, iii. 17. 

Blessed is he that considereth tlie poor ; 
the Lord will deliver him in the time of 
trouble. I'salm xli. 1. 
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As we have therefore opportunity, let 
MS do good unto all men, and especially 
imto them who are of the household of 
faith. Gal. vi. 10. 

In tke coMr/tencement of the commumon 
service, the officiating minister or minis- 
ters thali repair to the table, nncover the 
elements, and address the communicanta 
in the following words : 

T>eavly beloved, while we were yet sin- 
ners Ohrist died for us, and became the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for oura 
only,but for the sins of the whole world. 
In tiie sanie night he was betrayed he did 
institute this ordinance, aud commanded 
Ins followers to continue the satno in com- 
memoration of his death, until he come 
again. You, therefore, who are striving 
to walk in all of his commandments blame- 
less, will now accompany us in a petition 
to the throne of gi-ace, thatwe may wortJi- 
ily commemorate the death and passion of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Ohrist. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy didst give tliine 
only son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon 
the cross for our redemption ; who there, 
by the oblation of liimself, once offered. 
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did make an (itouement for the sins af the 
wholo world ; and did institute this ordi- 
nance, and in his holy gospel command us 
to continue a perpetual memory of his 
precious death, nntil his coming again ; we 
pray thee to grant us grace, that while wo 
partake of these symbols of the broken 
body and shed blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in remembrance ot his death and 
passion, we may, by faith in him, receive 
the remission of our sins and the salvation 
of our souls. 

We aro not worthy, O Lord, to gather 
up the crumbs from under thy table, for 
'we have sinned and come short of thy 
glory; we have erred and strayed from thy 
ways like lost sheep ; we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done ; 
and we have done those things which we 
ought not to iiave done. Have mercy on 
us, O God, our heavenly Father, forgive 
our sins, and restore unto us the joy of 
thy salvatioi], through Jesus Christ, who 
hath redeemed us by his own precious 

Almighty ftud most merciful God we do 
not presume to approach this thy tabic, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
the blood and rigliteousness of our Lord 
Josus Christ, who^ in the same night he 
was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
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liad given thaoks, he bralce it, aud gave to 
Mb diaciples, saying, take, esit ; this is my 
body which was broken for you : this do 
in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner he took the cup, and when he had 
supped, said: this cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood, drink ye all of it. This 
do ye, as oft ae you drink it, in remem- 
brance of me, 

Grant unto us, O our heavenly Father, 
tlie effectual assistance or thy holy Spirit, 
that while we partake of these thy crea- 
tures of bread and wine, according to thy 
Son our Saviom-'s holy institution, in 
grateful remembrance of his death and 
passion, that our hearts maybe penetrated 
with unfeigned love and gratitude for the 
unspeakable gift of thy Son, in the rederap- 
tioii and salvation of our souls. May we 
be melted into tenderness onacconntof 
the great love wherewith Christ hath loved 
us, and given himself for us. May we 
ever remember his agony and bloody 
ewoat in the garden of Gethsemane ; his 
cniel mockings and scoui^iugs in Pilate's 
hall ; and his ignominious death on the 
cross. Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried oor sorrows ; he was wonnded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities, the chastisement of our 
peace was upou him, and by his stripes 
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we are healed. May we have redemption 
through his blood which was shed for the 
remiBsion of our sins, and being justified 
by faith in him, may be filled with love, 
hare grace too keep all thy command- 
ments, and show foiiJi the Lord's death 
till he come. And finally, be brought, 
with all the Israel of God, to inherit eter- 
nal life, through the merits and mediation 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



The officiating minister or ministers 
may then give thefollovjing tnvitatimi : 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent o( 
your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new 
life, following the eoramandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways, draw near in faith, and partake of 
this ordinance to your comfort. 

The ministers shall then disfribule the 
bread to the communicants, sai/ing; 

Take, eat this in remembrance that 
Christ's body was broken for you ; for 
while we weie yet sinners Christ died for 
us, and became the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins 
of the whole world. 

fVhile the ministers are passing the bread 



around, they may repeat one or more oj 
thejolloviing passages : 

God BO loved the ivoi'ld, that he give his 
only begotton Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the tvorld, but that the world 
through him rnightbc Siived. 

Herein !e love, not that we Joved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent liis Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. If God 
so loved us we ought to love one another. 

Christ loved the church, and gave him- 
self for it. If ye love me, keep my com- 
maudmeuts. 

Not evei7 one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Loi'd, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

Blessed is be that shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God. 

Ihe ministers shall likewise take of the 
■wine, and give to each communicant, say- 
infj: 

Drink ye all of this, in gratelul remem- 
brance, that the blood of Christ was shed 
for you ; for ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, but with the precious 
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blood of Christ ; in whom wc have re- 
demption, through faith, even the forgive- 
ness of our Bias, and the sanctiiication of 
our souls. 

While passing the wine round, the min- 
isters tnay repeat one or more of the fol- 
lowing passages : 

If we confess our eins, he is faithful and 
just to foi-give our sins, and to cleanse ua 
from all uurigtiteousiiess. 

If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son, cleanseth ns from all unrighteonsnesa. 

Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made ns kings and priests unto God and 
his Father, be glory and dominion forever. 
Amen. 

When all have partaken, what remains 
of the elements shaU be placed upon the 
table, and covered tcith a fair linen cloth; 
andthe service shall be concluded with ex- 
tempore prayer, and the apostolical bene- 
diction. 

The Lord's Supper should be adminis- 
tered at least once a month in stations, and 
so often in circuits, us to give tin opportn- 



iiity to all the members of parteking once 
a quarter. 

On these Bolemn occasions let there be 
no hurry, no confusion. Let meditation, 
prayer, and gi-atitude to God for the un- 
speakable gift of his Son, occupy every 
soul. 

While administering the Supper, one of 
the ministers should occasionally give out 
an appropriate vorse or two of a hymn, to 
be sung by the congregation. This might 
be so timed as to serve for a signal for 
those who have communed, to rise and re- 
tire to their places in the church, and give 
opportunity for the remaining communi- 
cants to repaii" to the table. 

Let those who have scruples concerning 
the receiving the Lord's Supper kneeling, 
be permitted to receive it either sitting or 
standing. 



Section XXII. 



Baptism of Infants. 

When the child to be baptised tshrought 
before the minider, he shall say to tkepa- 
rents: 
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1 friendfi, you are about to dedi- 
cate your beloved child to tlio service of 
the living and true God, who hath said ; 
"Behold, all souIb nre mine, as the soul of 
the fether is mine, so aluo the soul of the 
son is mine ; " and the promise of accejit- 
ance and salvation is to you and your chil- 
dren and to all thatare afar off. By this act 
you acknowledge the high claim of Al- 
mighty God to the life and services of your 
offspring ; and your own obligations to the 
Most Higl^ to your infant, and to the 
church of Christ, to guide its feet into the 
paths of righteousness, and to raise it up 
in the nurture aud admonition of the 
Lord. 

You will need all the wisdom and gi-a«e 
you can acquire, to enable you to discharge 
this your imperative duty ; we therefore 
exhort you to pray to God constantly, so 
to enlighten your minds and influence 
yonr hearts, that you may, both by precept 
and example, be enabled to lead your chil- 
dren in the true and right way, and in- 
duce them to glorify God, in their souls 
md bodies, which is their reasonable ser- 
vice. 

Let us pray. 

Almight^^and moat mercifUl God, fathn- 
if our spirits, fonner of our bodies, Efi- 
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deemer and Savior of our souls, we thank 
thee that thou hast made it our privilege 
to dedicate our children to thy service, 
that they may be lively members of the 
Church of dhrist, and heivB of eternal 
life. 

Wc beseech thee, O our heavenly Father, 
to bestow upon the parents of this child, 
grace whereby thoy may serve tliee ac- 
ceptably, with reverence and godly ftav, 
in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of their lives; that by precept and esam- 
ple they may train their child in all godly 
discipline aud admonition, that it may be 
a, worthy member of the (Jhurch of Christ. 
Grant, O Lord, that this child may die un- 
to sin, and live nnto righteousness, and 
being steadfast in faith, joyful throufth 
hope, and rooted in love, may safely pass 
the waves of this transitory life, and filial- 
ly come to the haven of eternal repose, 
thei-e to dwell with thee, world without 
end, through Jesus Christ oar Loi-d. 

Almighty God, grant that whosoever is 
dedicated to thee, by our office and minis- 
try, may be indued with heavenly virtuesj 
and ever remain in the number of thy 
feithHil childreu, and be made a partaker 
of eternal life through thy mercy, O blessed 
Lord Goif, who dost live and govern nil 
things, world without end. Ameu. 



Tlie people shall then stand up, and the 
ministerakall sap: 

Tliey brought young children to Christ, 
tliat he ehould louch them, and his disci- 
ples rebuked those who brought them ; but 
when Jesus saw it he was much displeased, 
and said, Suffer little children to come un- 
to me, and forbid them not ; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily, I say unto 
you, whosoever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, shall not en- 
ter therein. 

And he took them up in his arms, put his 
handa upon them and blessed them. 

The minister shall then take the child in 
his arms, and say to the friends GJ the 
child: 

Name this child. 

Eeipfiating the name as given by tkepa- 
rents, he shall say, when haptizinij: 

N. I baptiKB thee in the name of the 
Faitheir, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
•Ghost. I^e Lord bless this child and 
giant him .eternal life. 

The minister shall (hen conclude witli 
the apostolical beirediction. 

Infant baptism ^l»»nld he administered 
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monthly in all our churches, and oftencr 
when iiecesBarj'. 

In infant baptism let it be an Invariable 
rule to require the attendance of the pa-* 
rents of the child. 

Let every adult pereon, and the parent* 
of every child to he baptized, have tiie 
choice of immersion, sprinkling, or pour- 
ing. 

Parents whose children have been bap- 
tized, should attend after service, and in- 
form the minister of the age, &c., of the 
child, or children bafitized, that he may 
enter tlieir names, &c., on the chuwh reg- 
ister. 
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Ministration of Baptiam 

TO SUCH A3 AKE OF El PEE YBAKa. 

Wlien the persons to be baptized present 
themselves^ the minister shall say: 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men 
are born in sin, and that our Savior Christ 
sttitli, none can enter the kingdom of God, 
except he be regenerated and born anew. 



of water and of the Holy Ghost, I be- 
seech you to call upon God tlie Father, 
through our Lord Jeeus Christ, that of 
his boonleoue goodness he will grant to 
these persons, nOTF to be baptized, that 
■which by nature they cannot have, and 
that they niay be made lively uiemberB of 
the church of Chiist, and heirs of eternal 
life. 

2Vie minister shall then demand of each 
o/ the pet-Sons to he baptized, severally: 

1. Do you believe in the existence of 
iGiod, and tliat he is a rewardcr of all those 
who diligently seek him ? I do. 

3. Do yon believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Redeemer and Savior of the 
world ? I do. 

3. The Sacred Scriptures inform us, 
that we have all sinned, and come short of 
the glory of Godi but that if we coiifess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
cighteousltess. Are you now determined, 
by the aid of divine grace, to forsake every 
evil Way, to look to Christ as your only 
and all-sufflcient Savior, and to walk in all 
tlie commandments of God? I am. 

i. tt is made our duty to search the 
Sacred Scriptures, and to attend on all the 
ordinances of the house of God ; will you 
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endeavor to be faithful in the dischai-ge of 
these duties ? 

I will, by the assistance of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty, everlasting God, whose most 
dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of 
his most precious side both water and 
blood, and gave oommandment to his dis- 
ciples that they should go, t«ach all na- 
tions, and baptize them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghosf. Kegard, we beseech thee, the sup- 
plications of this congregation ; and grant 
that the persons i>ow to be baptized may- 
receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever 
remain in the number of thy elect chil- 
dren, through Jesus Christ onr Lord. 

O naerciful God, ^nt, through the 
sanctiflcation of thy spuit, and their belief 
of the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus, 
that the carnal jnind in them may he de- 
sti'oyed, and that they may be created anew 
in Christ Jesus, unto good works, and Jiave 
their fruit unto holiness, and obtain ever- 
lasting life. 

Grant that they, being' dedicated to thee, 
by our ofBce and ministry, may receive 
grace whereby they may serve thee afl- 
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ceptably with reverence and godly fear, 
in holiness and rightcosness all the days 
of their lives; and being Indued with 
heavenly virtues, and sti-engthened by thy 
grace, jpay have victory, and be eventually 
rewarded, through thy_ mercy, O blessed 
Lord God, who dost live and govern all 
things, world without end. Amen. 

The miniaUr shall then ask the name, 
and then repeating the name, sprinkle or 
Xiour water upon him, (or her,) saying: 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
ijhost. 

The minister may then conclude with 
e.eiewipo)'«prayer, repeat the Lord's prayer, 
and the apostolical benediction. 



Skction XXIV. 



Marriage Ceremony. 

At the time appointed for solemnization 
of matrimony, the persons to be married, 
slandtThg tojjether, the man on the right 
hand, and the woman on his l^ the mj'fi- 
' afar shall say: 
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We ai-e assembled in the presence of God 
and before these witnessee, to solemnize 
the man-iage of these two persons pres- 
eut. 

If any one can show juat cause, why 
tfiey may not lawfully be joined togetlier, 
let him now speak, or else hereafter hold 
his peace. 

The minister shall then address himself 
to tke persons about to be married, and 
say: 

If either of you know anj' iawful cause, 
or just impediment, why you may not 
legally be joined together in matrimony, 
I charge you to confess it; for no cere- 
mony can make valid an unlawful mar- 

If no impediment be alleged, the minis- 
ter, addressinq himself to the parties, shall 

Under the influence of mutual affection, 
yon are now about to pledge your vows. 
Itwill be your mutual concern, to perpet- 
uate your love by constant fidelity, and 
by a practical regard of those principles 
and i-ules of conduct which the word of 
God, and good experience, have furnished. 

Husbaud and wife should be studiously 
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attentive to know eiuih other's ilispositioiis, 
and anticipate each other's wishes. Mu- 
tual tenderness and forbearance are indie- 
pensable to matrimonial happiness ; notli- 
ing endears like these; notliing so effectti- 
ally rivets affection. 

The husband should consult his wife, 
make her acquainted witli the true state of 
bis affairs, and allow her a full share of 
influence; yourinterests will be one, and 
your confidence should be mutual. 

The wife should love her husband, show 
him all possible attention, and make her 
house the place of his delight. 

Husband and wife should conduct to- 
ward each otherwith the utmost affability, 
kindness and affectiou ; and constantly 
seek the protection and assisting grace of 
God, to enable them faithfully and mu- 
tually to discharge the numerous and im- 
portant duties required of those who be^ 
come heads of families. 

yiie minister shall then say: 

Pleas* join your right hands. 

Then shall ike minister say to the man ; 

WUt thou have thjs woman to thy wedded 
wife, tp Ipve, comfort, honor, and keep her 
in eickjiei9 swj i» lj«^th ; sad forsaking 



iH others, keep thee only unto her, so long 
IS you both shall live ? 

The man shall answer : 

I will. 

Then shall the minister say v,rdo the 



"Wilt tlion have this man to thy wedded 
husband, to obey, love, honor, and keep 
liim in siclmess and in health; aud for- 
);^ikii)g all others, keep thee only uiito bim, 
so long as you both shall live ? 

77(6 woman shall answer: 



The minister shall then say: 
Let us pray. 

We humbly supplicate thy blesGing-, 

lieavenly Father, on these persons who 
have mutnally entered into marriage cov- 
enant. Will it please thee to grant them 
power to keep their vows in fidelity; to 
live together in pea«e and love, and rever- 
ently iM>ey Ihy laws. Under thy protec- 
tion, and in the enjoyment of thy favor, 
may they long live in health and comfort, 
gratefully receiving all thy blessings which 



Touchsafe to them, and to iis all, a partici- 
pationin life everlasting. Amen. 

Then shall the minister say : 

Those whom God hath, joined together, 
let no man put asunder. 

Forasmuch as A. B. and C. D. have con- 
sented together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same hefore God and this 
company, and thereto have pledged tlieir 
faith, the one to the other, and have de- 
clared the same by joining hands, 1 pro- 
nounce them husband and wife, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
o'. the Holy Ghost. Amen. 



Section XXV. 

Burial of the Dead. 
When the corpse is brought to the grain 



I am the reaurrcctioii and the life, saith 
the Lord ; lie that believetli in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and who- 
Boever liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die. 

I know that ray Eodeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the eai'th ; and though after death worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God. 

I heard a voice from heaven, saying un- 
to me, "Write ; Prom henceforth, blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord ; even 
BO saith the Spirit, for they rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow them. 

Blessed be the God, and father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, accoMing to his 
abttudant mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the resun-ection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an iuheri- 
tauc«, incorruptible, undefiled, and tliat 
fadcth not away, reserved in heaven for 
those who are kept by the powei of God 
through faith unto salvation, ready to be 
revealed at the last time. 



102 DISCJl LINK. 

Behold, Ishowyouamysteiy; "Weshali 
not all sleep, but we shall ail be chauged, 
in a moment in the twinkling ot an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed ; forthis 
corruptible must put on incon-uptiou, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. 80 
vhen this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass tlie saying that is written : 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, wliei-e is thy sting ? O gi-ave, where 
is thy victory? The sting of death is sin ; 
and the strength of sin is the law ; But 
tlianksbeto God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mere the minister, if he judge proper, 
may exhort those present to reflect on the 
shortneis and uncertainty of human life : 
and to prepare for death, judgment, and 
eternity. 

Let as pray. 



i of life and 

death ; and before whoBc bar we shall al! 
stand, and give an acconnt of the deeds 
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done in the body ; we beseech thee to grant 
unto ns, at all times, a salutary conviction 
of the frailty of life, and our great res pons - 
ibility to thee, the Judge of quick and 
dead. 

In the midst of life we are in death ; we 
come up and are cut down like a flower; 
we flee as a shadow, and never continue 
in one stay. Death, judgment and eter- 
nity are just before us, aud of whom may 
we seek protection and grace but of l.hee, 
O most merciful God, who hath redeemed 
ns with the most precious blood of Christ, 
that we might be deiivered from the power 
of sin and the fear of death, aud be made 
iieira of etflrna! life. 

We humbly confess, O righteons Patlier, 
that we haf e' sinned, and come short of 
thy glory. "\Vc have been undutiftil chil- 
dren, slothful BorvantR, and uufaitlifiil 
stewards ef the manifold mercies of God. 
Be merciful, O Lord, to our unrighteous- 
ness-; pardonour sins, and raise ua from 
a death of sin to a life of righteousness, 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
-who hath said, I am the resurrection and 
■the life ; he that belioveth in me, though 
be were dead, yet ehal! he five ; and who- 
soever liveth and beHeveth in me shall not 
die eternally. 

We beseech thee, Father of all our mer- 
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cies, and giver of every good and perfect 
gift, to grant us grace wiieroby we may 
servo tliee acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear, all our days ; looking for the 
blessed hope, and glorious appearing of 
The greal God and our Savior Jesus Christ, 
to judge (he world in righteousness. For 
tliB hour is coming, iu which alt that are 
in their graves shah liear the voice of the 
Son of God, and shall come forth ; they 
that have done good, to the resun-ection of 
life, and tliey ihat have done evil, to the 
resurrection of condemnation. 

Forbid, moat merciful God, that any 
of OS should taste of the bitter pains of 
the second death ; but grant that when we 
depart this transitory life, we may die in 
possession of triumphant faith, and rest 
in Christ. And, at the general resurrec- 
tion of the last day, be found acceptable 
in thy sight, and receive that blessing 
which thy well beloved Son shall pro- 
nounce to all that love and fear thee ; say- 
ing. Come, ye blessed of my Father, receive 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
gi-ant that this dispensation of thy righteous 
providence may be sanctified to the good 
of all present. May we take due waniing 
and consider the shortnesi and uncertainty 
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of human life ; the solemiiitieg of death, 
and the awful realities of eternity ; and 
prepare to meet tJiee in the judgment. 

May the relatives of the dcceaBed not 
Borrow as those who have no hope, but 
have grace to submit to thy gracious will, 
and be fully prepared to say— the Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Benediation. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus (31irist, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Iloiy Spirit remain with ns, now and for- 
ever. Amen. 

When the corpse is deposited in the 
grave, and the sexton is returning the earth, 
the minister may repeat one ormoreofthe 
following passages: 

Dust Ihou art, and unto dust thou shalt 

It is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after that the judgment. 

Blessed and holy are tbey who have part 
in the first reauri-ection. On such the sec- 
ond death liatli no power ; but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and sjiall 
reign with him forever. God will wipe 
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all tears from their ejes; anil there shall 
be no more death; neither sorrow nor 
weeping ; neither shail there be aiLy more 
pain ; for tlie fonner things have passed 
away. 

Eye hafli not seen, nor ear heard, neithci- 
itftve entered into the heart of man, the 
tilings which God hath prepai-ed for them 
that love him. 

Blessed aie they that keep his conimand- 
ments, that Ihey may have a right lo the 
iree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city, ' 

Precious in the sight of tlie Lord is Ihe 
death of his saints. 



Section XXVI. 



Fona and Manner of Ordaining Elders. 



On the day of ordination a 
exhortation shall be delivered; afterwhich 
one of the elders siiall read alond Ihe 
names of Ihe persons to be ordained, who 
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shall answer respectively, and present 
themselves before Ihe ministera appointed 
to perform tlic ordination. 

One of the Elders shall then read the 
following passages of Holt) Writ: 

" And Jesiis came, and spake unto them, 
saying', Ail power ia ffiven unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
tiiach all nations; liaptiziug them in tlie 
name of tlie Fatlier, and of the Son, and 
of tlie Holy Grhost. Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whateoever 1 nave com- 
manded you ; and lo, I am with you al- 
ways, even unto the end of the viorid. 
Amen." Matt, xxviii, 18-20. 

" But nnto every one of ns is given 
grace according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity cap- 
tive, and gave gifts unto men. Now that 
he ascended, what is it but that he also 
descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above ail heavens, 
that he might fill all things. And he gave 
some apostles, and some prophets, and 
some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachei-s. For tlie perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edi- 
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fying of the body of Christ. Till wc all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, niito a per- 
fect man, unto the metisiire of the stature 
of the fiillne§a of Christ." Epheaiaua iv. 
7-13. 

"Tliis IB a true saying, if a man desire 
the ofRce of a bishop, he dcsircth a good 
TFork. A bishop then must be hlauicless, 
the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, 
of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt 
to teach. Not given to wine, no striker, 
uot^ven to filthy lucre; but patient; not 
a brawler, not covetous. One that i-uletli 
■well his own house; having his children 
in subjection with all gravity. (For if a 
man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of 
God?) Not ft novice, lest being lifted up 
with pride, he fall into the condenmation 
of the devil. Moreover, he must have a 
good report of them which are without, 
lest he fall into reproach, and the snare of 
the devil." 1 Tim. iii. 1-7. 



Beloved brethren, forasmuch as (he ho- 
ly scriptures command that we should not 
be hasty in laying on of hands, and admit- 
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ting persons to ministGi" in the cliurch of 
Clirist; therefore, before we admit you to 
the office of eider in the church of God, 
wc will examine you in the presence of 
this congregation, and receive your answers 
to tJie following questions : 

Are you fully persuaded that the holy 
scriptures contain snfflcientty all doctrine 
requh'ed of necessity ior eternal salvation ? 

Anil will you out of the same holy scrip- 
tui-es instruct the people, and teach and 
uiaintnin nothing, as of necessity required 
for salvation, bnt that which you shall be 
persuaded may be proved by them ? 

Will you faitUfnlly exercise yourself in 
the study of the holy scriptures, and call 
upon God, by prayer, for the true under- 
st'knding of the same, so that you may be 
able to teach and exhort with wholesome 
doctrine, and to withstand and convluce 
gain say ers ? 

Will yon deny all ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world, that you may 
8l:ow yourself in all things a worthy ex- 
ample to the flock of Christ ? 

Will you diligently endeavor 1o teach 
and discipline your family according to the 
doctrine of the gospel, and make tJiem, as 
much as in yon lieth, examples to others ? 



■ -„ Google 



DISCIPLINE. 



Will you strive to maintain quietness, 
peace and love among all cliristiin peoi)le, 
and especially among them wJio are com- 
niittecT to your caieV 



All shall now kneel b^ore God, and the 
elder shall tay: 

Almighty God, giver of every good and 
perfect gif^ mercifully behold these thy 
servants now set apart for tlie office and 
work of elders in thy thurch. Grant so 
to n;i)]enish them with the ti'utli of thy 
doctrine, and adorn them with innocency 
of life, that both by word and good ex- 
ample, tl.ey may faithfully servo the 
church in this office, to the glory of thy 
name, and the edification of thy people, 
through the merits of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

The elders present shall then lay their 
hands severally upon thehead of every one 
that reoeivelh Qie order of elder, the receiv- 
ers remaining on their knees, for the con- 
venience of the ordaiiters: 

The president pronouncing aloud the 
following words : 

The Lord pour nponthee the Holy Spir- 



it for tlie ofiicc and work of an elder, 
comniitfod unto thee i>y the election of 
thy brethien, and the imposition of our 
hands ; and be thon faithful. 

The president shall then deliver to each 
one the Jiibla in his hands, saying: 

We acknowledge thy authority to preach 
this word, and to administer the ordi- 
nances in the church of Christ. 

Feed the Hock of God, taking the over- 
sight thereof; not fis & lord over God's 
heritage, but being an example to the flock. 
And when the chief Sliephard shall ap- 
pear, thou shalt receive a crown of glory 
that fadctli not away. 

Then shall the President my ; 

Zel us pray. 

Most merciful Father, wo beseech thee 
to grant nnto these thy servants, now set 
apart to the otflco of elder, thy heavenly 
blessing ; and so indue them with thy Ho- 
ly Spirit, that they, preaching thy woi-d, 
may not only be earnest to reprove, be- 
seech, and exhort, with all patience and 
long suffering; but also may be, to such 
as believe, wholesome example, in doc- 
trine, in conversation, in love, in faith, in 
charity, in purity ; that faithtully fullltlin£ 
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their course, at the last day, each one may 
receive a crown of righteousness, laid up 
by the Lord, the righteous Judge, who 
liveth and retgneth one God with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, world with- 
out end. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most gracious favor, and further 
II B with thy continued help; that in all 
our works, begun, continued and ended 
in thee, we may gloriiy thy holy name ; 
and iinally, by thy mercy obtain everlast- 
ing life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Benediction. 

The peace ol God, which passcth under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and (he Holy Ghost, be with yoo al- 
ways. Amen, 
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Section XXVII. 



Boundaries of Respective Districts. 



MAINE DISTRICT, 

Includes all the State of Maine, 

BOSTON DISTKICT, 

Includes all tlie States of Mnesacliusetts, 
Khodo Island, aod New Hampshire. 

NEW TOBK DISTKICT. 

The New York District shall include 
tlie States of Vermont and Connecticut, 
and that part of the State nf New York 
lying east of a line forming the boundary 
between the States of New York and New 
Jersey, terminating at the Delaware river ; 
thence up said river to the north-west cor- 
ner of Sullivan county; thence north to 
the north-east corner ofHamittoii county ; 



Inclutles tlio State of New Jersey, and the 
«ity of Philadelphia. 

OJIOKDAGA DISTKICT, 

Coraraienees at the point where the old 
pre-emption line intersects Lake Ontario, 
and runs thence southwardly, bounding 
on the Oenesee Distfjet, to the line of the 
Picunsylvania District; thence al on jf §aid 
tine, so far as to einbraee C?herry Valley 
mid Westford Circuits, and all the terri- 
tory west and south of the county of St. 
Lawrence, (with the exception of Twin 
Circuit;^ tlience, in a norlh-westwardly 
direction, to the Oswego river ; and tliencfl 
by Lake Ontario to the place of bcgin- 



GBNaSEE DISTHICT, 

Commences at the point where the oid 
pi'e-emption iine intei'sects Lake Ontario, 
and runs tfaetwse, in a direct line, to the 
foot of SeneeaLake; thence up the middle 
of said lake to the line of the Pennsylva- 
nia District; thence west, to the north- 
west corner of said diKtrict ; Ihenco south. 
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to the southern boundary line of the State 
of New York ; thence, by said State line, 
to Lake Erie, and thence, by said lake, the 
Niagara river, and Lake Ontario, to the 
place ot beginning. 

PENNSYLVANIA DISTBICT, 

Beguis at the junction of the Lehigh and 
Delaware rivers, and runa thence, by a 
direct line, to llarrisburg, (including that 
city;) thence, by the Susquehanna river, 
to the mouth of the Jiniiala; thence up 
the Juniata to the dividing line of Mifflin 
and Huntington counties ; thence, by a di- 
rect line due north, into Allegheny coun- 
ty (New York) 80 far as to emtirace Broome 
county by aline due east, thence by the 
north-east and east lines of Broome coun- 
ty to the Delaware, and thence, by said 
river, to the place of beginning. 



Includes that portion of the State of Penn- 
sylvania lying west ot the Allegheny 
mountains, together with Clearfield Cir- 
cuit, formerly belonging to the Maryland 
District, and that portion of the State of 
Ohio lying east of the Cleveland and 
Pittshui-g rail-road, except Cleveland, 
"Wellsville and Liverpool, -which shall be- 
long to the Muskingum District. 
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WEST V 

Includes all of West Virginia, and tlie ad- 
jacent parts of Kentucky, except that all 
the portion of tbe Pan Handle ( so called ) 
lyinj^ north of "Wheeling and of the Na- 
tional Road, belong's to the Pittsbiii'gh 
Dislnct, as aiso Morgantown Mission. 



Includes all that part of the State of Ohio 
not included in the Ohio and Pittsburgh 
Districts. 



OHIO DISTRICT, 



Includes that part of the State of Ohio 
lying west of the Sciota and Sandusky 
rivers, excepting the counties of Crawford 
Seneca, Sandusky and Wyandott. 



In October, 1858, the Michigan Distiict, 
by unanimous consent, was divided, upon 
the following plan : 

"A new district was setofli the line be- 
ing as follows : All west of the meridian 
line in Michigan, and the northern tier of 
counties of the State ot Indiana, with 
Adrian and Monroe Circuits, and alt of 
Jackson county, in Michigan. Adrian and 



INI>IANA AND WABASH D 

The division line to be the Cumberland 
road, from the Ohio Stiite line to Indianap- 
olis; thence west with the road leading 
through Danville, Kockville, and Montezu- 
ma, to the Illinois State line ; the north part 
to be called the Wabash District, ntid Iho 
sonlhern part to be called the ludiutia Dis- 
trict ; towns on tbe line to be embraced in 
the Wabash District, 

NOKTH ILLINOIS DISTKICT, 

Shall include al! that part of the State of 
Illinois lying north of the Great Western 
i-ailroad. 

SOUTH ILLINOIS DISTRICT, 

Embraces al! that portion of the State of 
Hiinoitj lying sonth of the Great Western 
railroad. 

IOWA DISTRICT. 

The Iowa District shall embrace all that 
part of the State of Iowa lying south of a 
line commencing with the intersection of 
the correction line aud Mississippi river, 
in Scott county ; running due west with 
said line to the west tino of Poweshiek 
and Jasper counties ; thence due west to 
the Missouri river. 
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NOKTII IOWA DISTRICT, 

The Noi'tli Iowa District includes all the 
&(ate of Iowa not included in the Iowa 
Uistrkt. 



MISSOBKI DISTRICT. 



NORTH MISSOURI I 

Shall include all that part of the State of 
Missouri lyiug north of the Missouri river. 



N DISTRICT, 

Shall include the State of Oregon, and 
"Washington Territory. 



-„ Google 



DISCIFMNE, 



It is rocom mended ihat all the torritoiy 
KOt embraoed in the above Conferences, 
bo coiiBi'dered missioiiarj' gix>unci, open 
for euitivation, in view of forming niis- 
BioiiB, circuils, and Annnnl Oonfci'enrcs; 
and that within the bounds of any Stale 
not included in the limitn of an Annual 
Conference of tlie Methodist Ohurch, any 
nitinber of local churches, receiving our 
fatth and practice, being satisfied witli the 
regulations of said cliurch, may, upon or- 
ganising and adopting' the rules and usages 
contained in our Book of Discipline, or- 
ganize themselves inlo an Annual Confer- 
ence, anil assume and exercise their rigtits 
as such. 

ThePresidents of adjoining Confeienees 
may make alleratione in their boundaries 
respecting particular places and appoint- 
ments, with the consent of the societies 
immediately concerned ; all which shall 
be laid before fheir approaching Annual 
Conferences for adoption or rejection. 
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Suction XXVIU. 



Course of Study 

For rrobalioners and Preachers in iAe Meth- 
odist Church. 



F I It S T Y E A E. 



The Bible — DoctrineB. 

The existence of God ; the Attributes 
of God, namely— Spirituality, Eternity, 
Omnipotence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Im- 
mutability, Wisdom, Truth, Justice, Mer- 
cy; Love, Goodness, Holiness ; the Trinity 
in unity ; the Deity of Christ — His Hu- 
manity — Union of both; Personality and 
Deity of the Holy Ghost; Depravity, 
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Atonement ; Repentance ; J ustiti cation by 
faith; Regeneration, Adoption, Witness 
of the Spii'it, Growth in Gra«e, Christian 
Perfection ; Possibility of Final Apostacy ; 
Immortality of tho Soul; Resurrection of 
the Body ; General Judgment ; Rewards 
and punishments. 

[The examination on the above to be 
strictly Biblical, requiring the candidate to 
give the statement of the doctrine, and 
proofs.] 



Systemniio Divinity. 

■Watson's Institutes, Part First ; Fletch- 
er's Appeal ; Watson's Institutes, Part Sec- 
ond ; Shinn's Plan of Salvation ; Clarke on 
the Eucharist, 

'ihe Bible — Sacraments. 

The Sacrament of Baptism — its Nature, 
Design, Obligation, Subjects, and Mode. 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper— its 
nature. Design, and Obligation. 

[Examination same as upon the Bible. 
in the first year.] 

[Read Wesley's Sei-mona and Notes; 



Watts on the Mind ; -WliUehead'a Life of 
"Westey; Watson's Apology; King anil 
Stillingfleet on Apostolical Snecession; 
and Sue then on Lay Representation.] 

Church Government. 



[Read '■ Defense of tLe Trnthj" liy Me- 
Caine.] 

Composition. 

Essay ov Sermon. 

C'otHmo« Eagli£h Studies. 

English Graninifir, Ancient anrtModern 
'Jcography. 



SECOSD YEAR. 

Me -BiMe-— History (and OhrenoU^. 

'Candidates to be prepared upon the lead- 
jiijg .ewentfi jecoi'ded in tl»e Ol'd aaid Kew 
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Systematic Divinity. 

■Watson's Institutes, Parts Third aud 
Fourtli ; Butler's Analogy. 

[Bead Smith's Hebrew People; Mos- 
heim'a Ecclesiastical Histoiy; Townley's 
Illustrations of Biblical Literature ; Wat- 
BOn's Sermons ; History of the United 
States.] 

Jlistorg, etc, 

Outtiiies of History; Rhetoric; Logic; 
Moral Science. Text Books to be chosen 
by the respective Annual Conlei-ences. 

Composilioit. 

Essay or Sermon. 

[Read Roliin's Ancient History, Smitli's 
Patriarchal Age, Histoiyof tlie Methodist 
Protestant Church, S. K. JoniiiiigB' Expo- 
sition, Prideaux's Conuectious.] 
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Sbctiok XXIX. 



Form of a Eelease from a Circuit or 
Station. 



A B , the bearer, is hereby re- 
leased from any further obligation to con- 
tinue his ministerial labors in circuit 

or station ; and is also entitled to this 

testimony of his good moral standing in 
the Methodist Church. 

C D , President 

Annnal Conference. 



Form of a License to Exhort. 

A 13 , a member of the Meth- 
odist Church, residing in the station, 

is hereby authorized to exercise himself, 
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on all proper occaaioiis, in exhortation, 
and calling sinners to repentance. 
This license to be renewed annually. 
Signed by order, 

And in behalf or the Qr, Con. of . 

E F , Chairman, 

C T> , Secretary. 

January 1, 1867. 

Form of a License to Preach. 



C D ^ a member of the Methodist 

Ch«rch, residing in circuit, being 

duly examined by this Quarterly Confer- 
ence, on gifts, grace, and acquirements, ia 
hereby authorized to preach the gospel of 
Christ. 
Tliie License to be renewed annually. 
Signed by order, 

And in behalf of the Qr. Conf. of . 

J K , Chairman. 

C H , Secretary. 

January 1. 1866. 

Renewed Januai-y ], 1867, 

J K . Chairman, 

C H , Secretary. 
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Form of Elder's Credentials, 



To all whom it may concern, Greeting : 

Be it known, That C D , having 

been elected by the Annual Con- 
ference of Ministers and Delegates, was 
oL-dained for the ofhce of Elder, in the 
Methodist Church; and he is hereby au- 
thorized by said Confei-ence, so long as 
liis life and doctrine accord wilh the Holy 
Scriptnres, to administer the Lord's Sup- 
per; to Baptize; to celebrate Matrimony ; 
and to feed the flock of God, taking the 
oversight thereof, not as a lord over God's 
heritage, but beingan example to tha flock. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the 

P Annual Conference. 

N S , President 

A C , Secretary. 

January 1, 1867. 



Form of Eeeoguition 

To all whom if may 
This is to certify that 
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been recognised and admitted by tlic —^ — • 

aa a Minister of the Melhodist 

Church ; he liaving been duly ordained ac- 
cording to the usages and Discipline of tfief 

Church, of which lie bs» 

been a minister and member. And be i* 
hereby authorized by said Gonfcrenee, 6o 
long as bis life and doctrino accord with 
the Holy Scriptures, to adi»ittister tbe 
Loi-d's Supper; to Baptise;, to ceJcbratO 
Mati-iniony ; and to feed the ftock Of God,- 
taking the oversight tlieretrf, n©t as a lord 
over God's heritage, but being an exam'- 
pic to the flock. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of'thd' 

aforenamed Annual Confei-Ence/ 

IJ p ^ President. 

^__^ e , Secretary. 



Form of a iGei^igoate of Membership. 



.Thfe bearer bferebf, T— ^ W — ~,m ac- 
ceptable member of tbeMetbodist.Q^i.afch, 
jMing desirous of removing from this ata- 
^pn^'is. entitled to rfeceive, from the nndier- 
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siyuedj this certificate of his good stand- 
ing. 

W G , Supcfintendeiit. 

B Station, January 1, 1867. 



FOEM OF A CEETIPiCATE FOR AN UKSTATIONED 
MINISTER OR PKEACHEE, WHO DESIRES TO 
REMOVE XO ANOTHER CIRCUIT, STATION, OR 
DISTRICT. 

The bearer, S B , an unstatloned 

minister of Uie Mettiodist Chnrch, being 
desirous of removing from this circuit, is 
entitled to receive ffom the undereigne^, 
this certificate of his good standing. 

W P— — , Superintendent. 

F Cireuit, January 1, 1867. 



Form of a Certificate 



The bearer, J • L , having fully 

complied with his engagements to the 
Annual Conference, his moral char- 
acter standing fair, and being desirous of 
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removing to another Disirict, is entitled 
to tliis certificate of his good stimding. 

A IS , Presiden : of tlie M 

Annual Gonference. 
January- 1, 1867. 



Form of a Transfer, 

The bearer, A b , of the O 

Annual Conference, iiaving consented to 

be transferred to the M Annual 

Conference, is hereby duly transferred. 

C — S — , Pres. of the O^- — An. Conf 

E — H — , Pres. of the M An. Conf. 

January 1, 1867. 



Form of Certificate of Election. 

Thia is to certify that A B , was. 

duly elected a delegate to the Annual Con- 
ference of the District, to sit in 
on the day of 18 by the 
Of tlie 

A K , Chairman. 

8 P , Secretary. 
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